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The Book of Haggai
The prophecies of Haggai can be divided into two major parts:
I.
II.

The Restoration of the Temple (1:1–15)
Oracles of Encouragement (2:1–23)
***
Lectio Divina
Read the following passage four times.
 The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the heart. Don’t get distracted by intellectual types of questions
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now.
 The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply pass.
 The third reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “Where does the content of this reading touch my
life today?”
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.
 The fourth reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “I believe that God wants me to . . . . . .
today/this week.”
Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

I.

The Restoration of the Temple
Haggai, chapter 1
Prophetic Call to Work on the Temple.
On the first day of the sixth month in the second year of Darius the king, the word of the LORD came
through Haggai the prophet to the governor of Judah, Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, and to the high priest
Joshua, son of Jehozadak: Thus says the LORD of hosts: This people has said: “Now is not the time to
rebuild the house of the LORD.”
Then the word of the LORD came through Haggai the prophet: Is it time for you to dwell in your paneled
houses while this house lies in ruins? Now thus says the LORD of hosts: Reflect on your experience! You
have sown much, but have brought in little; you have eaten, but have not been satisfied; You have drunk,
but have not become intoxicated; you have clothed yourselves, but have not been warmed; And the hired
worker labors for a bag full of holes.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Reflect on your experience! Go up into the hill country; bring timber, and
build the house that I may be pleased with it, and that I may be glorified, says the LORD. You expected
much, but it came to little; and what you brought home, I blew away. Why is this? —oracle of the LORD
of hosts—Because my house is the one which lies in ruins, while each of you runs to your own house.
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Therefore, the heavens withheld the dew, and the earth its yield. And I have proclaimed a devastating heat
upon the land and upon the mountains, Upon the grain, the new wine, and the olive oil, upon all that the
ground brings forth; Upon human being and beast alike, and upon all they produce.
Response of Leaders and People.
Then Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, and the high priest Joshua, son of Jehozadak, and all the remnant of the
people obeyed the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, since the LORD their God had
sent him; thus the people feared the LORD. Then Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, proclaimed to the
people as the message of the LORD: I am with you! —oracle of the LORD.
And so the LORD stirred up the spirit of the governor of Judah, Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, and the
spirit of the high priest Joshua, son of Jehozadak, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people, so that
they came to do the work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, on the twenty-fourth day of the
sixth month in the second year of Darius the king.
***
Lectio Divina
Read the following passage four times.
 The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the heart. Don’t get distracted by intellectual types of questions
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now.
 The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply pass.
 The third reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “Where does the content of this reading touch my
life today?”
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.
 The fourth reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “I believe that God wants me to . . . . . .
today/this week.”
Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

II.

Oracles of Encouragement
Haggai, chapter 2

Assurance of God’s Presence.
On the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the word of the LORD came through Haggai the prophet:
Speak to the governor of Judah, Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, and to the high priest Joshua, son of
Jehozadak, and to the remnant of the people: Who is left among you who saw this house in its former
glory? And how do you see it now? Does it not seem like nothing in your eyes? Now be strong,
Zerubbabel—oracle of the LORD—be strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, high priest, Be strong, all you
people of the land—oracle of the LORD—and work! For I am with you—oracle of the LORD of hosts.
This is the commitment I made to you when you came out of Egypt. My spirit remains in your midst; do
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not fear! For thus says the LORD of hosts: In just a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth, the
sea and the dry land.
I will shake all the nations, so that the treasures of all the nations will come in. And I will fill this house
with glory—says the LORD of hosts. Mine is the silver and mine the gold—oracle of the LORD of hosts.
Greater will be the glory of this housed the latter more than the former—says the LORD of hosts; And in
this place I will give you peace—oracle of the LORD of hosts.
Priestly Ruling with Prophetic Interpretation.
On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to
Haggai the prophet: Thus says the LORD of hosts: Ask the priests for a ruling: If someone carries
sanctified meat in the fold of a garment and the fold touches bread, soup, wine, oil, or any other food, do
they become sanctified? “No,” the priests answered. Then Haggai asked: “If a person defiled from contact
with a corpse touches any of these, do they become defiled?” The priests answered, “They become
defiled.” Then Haggai replied: So is this people, and so is this nation in my sight—oracle of the LORD—
And so is all the work of their hands; what they offer there is defiled.
Now reflect, from this day forward—before you set stone to stone in the temple of the LORD, what was
your experience? When one went to a heap of grain for twenty ephahs, there were only ten; When one
went to a vat to draw fifty ephahs, there were only twenty. I struck you, and all the work of your hands,
with searing wind, blight, and hail, yet you did not return to me—oracle of the LORD.
Reflect from this day forward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. From the day on which the
temple of the LORD was founded, reflect! Is there still seed in the storehouse? Have the vine, the fig, the
pomegranate, and the olive tree still not borne fruit? From this day, I will bless you.
Future Hope.
The word of the LORD came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month: Speak to
Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah: I will shake the heavens and the earth; I will overthrow the thrones of
kingdoms, and destroy the power of the kingdoms of the nations. I will overthrow the chariots and their
riders, and the riders with their horses will fall by each other’s swords. On that day—oracle of the LORD
of hosts—I will take you, my servant, Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel—oracle of the LORD—and I will
make you like a signet ring, for I have chosen you—oracle of the LORD of hosts.
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