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The Books of Kings may be divided as follows:

I.  Elisha Succeeds Elijah (2 Kgs 22b)
II.  Stories of Elisha and Joram (2 Kgsi®113)
lll.  The End of the Omrid Dynasty (2 Kgs 9i14.:20)
IV.  Kings of Judah and Israel (2 Kgs 1217:5)
V. The End of Israel (2 Kgs 17:81)
VI.  The End of Judah (2 Kgs 1845:30)

I.  Elisha Succeeds Elijah
2 Kings, chapter 1
Reign of Ahaziah, Continued.
After Ahabdés deat h, Nwmaab felltredughltht latiice c lysaraofitesrace dt s r a e
Samaria and was injured. So he sentodmee nger s with the instructi ons
the god of Ekron, whether hsa | | recover from this injury.o

Meanwhile, the messenger of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite: Go and meet the messengers of
Samari ads ki ngtbecausatheteésind God ih Israet thatiybusare going to induire o

Baal zebub, t hForthispthie LORD sdyk Yoa shallinot leave the bed upon which you lie;
instead, youlsall die. And Elijah departed’he messengers then returned to Ahgzadio askedhem,

AWhy have ydobeyeboswedd, AA man met us and sai
you and tell him: The LORD says: Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are sending to inquire of
Baalzebub, the god of Ekron®iRthis you shall not leave the bed upon which youtistead, you shall

di eT.hée0 ki ng asked them, AWhat was the man | i ke v
repl i ed, AHe woweta kalepntharmbret { jahothd Ai shwa
exclaimed.

Death of Two Captains.

Then the king sent a captain with his company of fifty men after Elijah. The prophet was seated on a
hilltop when he found him. He said, fAMan of God
ansver ed the captain, dAaWell, if | am a man of God
and your fifty men. o0 And ofisunre@hintaaches fifty mefmine kihgr o m h e
sent another captain with his company of fifty men after Ellflhkh. s hout ed up and sai ¢
king says, 6Come down i mmediately! 60 EIlijah ans
down from heaven and consume youaadwr f i f t y me ncanme déwm fftomdeéavenand f i r
consumed him and higftly men.

Death of the King.

The king sent a third captain with his company of fifty men. When the third captain had climbed the hill,
he fell to his knees before Elijah, pleading wi
these fifty nen, your servants, count for something in your sight! Already fire has come down from
heaven, consuming the first two captains with their companies of fiftty men. But now, let my lifdarount
somet hi ng iThenthemesserger gf the LOKD saidtijah: Go down with himyou need

not be afraid of him.
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So Elijah |l eft and went down with him to the ki
Because you sent messengers to inquire of Baalzebub, the god od Ekrgou think there is no Gad
Israel to inquire of® you shall not leave the bed upon which youilie@y st ead you shall d

Ahaziah died according to the word of the LORD spoken bgltlSince he had no son, Jorantceeded
him as king, in the second year of Joram, son of Jetptst, king of Judah.

The rest of the acts of Ahaziah, which he did, are recorded in the book of chronicles of the kings of Israel.

* *x %

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage four times.

U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pauserfonate.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now.

U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that drawsattention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pausefor2 mi nut e s Wiefeldaestheicontgnt af this r@ading touch my
l'ife today?o0
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a grettipg, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause for®minutes reflecting ofi | believe that God want
today/this week. 0
Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small pirgyatitode or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

2 Kings, chapter 2
El'ijahds Journey.
When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, he and \&ésha&n their way
from Gilgal. Eljah saidtoE|l i sha, #AStay here, please. The LORD

replied, fAAs the LORD |ives, and as you Bethelr sel
The guild prophets who were i n B eukhowthattedanthe o ut
LORD wi || take your master from you?0 He replie
El'ijah said to him, AElI i sha, stay here, pl ease.
the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | wilbt leavey ou. 6 So t he yThegailthe t o Je
prophets who were in Jericho approached EIli sha
take your master from you?0 He replied, fAYes, I

Elijah said tloed&asean, Tilbd ayORRBrkras psent me on to
LORD I ives, and as you yourself |1 vecFiftybftheei | | no
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guild prophets followed and stood facing them at a distance, while the two o$tibednext to the
Jordan.

Elisha Succeeds Elijah.
Elijah took his mantle, rolled it up and struck the water: it divided, and the two of them crossed over on

dry groundWhen they had crossed over, Elijahyosbai d to
before | am taken from you. 0 EIlisha anderepliedd,
AYou have asked something that is not easy. Sti
grant ed; o Ashheywalkesbe stilhconversing, a fiery chariot and fiery horses came between
the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwamdl Elisha saw it happen. He cried out,

AMy father! my father! | srael 6s dHbgripedhisowand st e

garment, tore it into two pieceand picked up the maetwhich had fallen from Elijah.

Then he went back antbed at the bank of the Jordaiielding the mantle which had fallen from Elijah,
he struck the water ahfhHijahawhdreiThehbORDWwW?bDheéleGe
divided, and he crossed over.

El'i shads Journey.

The guild prophets in Jericho, who were on the

Elisha. o6 They wmqtdthetgaundrbefemehimhheny ®ai d, A Among yo
fifty brave men. Let them go in search of your master. Perhaps the spirit of the LORD has lifted him up

and | eft him on some mountain or | nBustleeykeptval |l ey
uging him, unti/l he was embarrassed and said, f
three days without findg him.When they returned to Elisha in Jericho, where he was staying, he said to
them, ADid I not tell you not to go?0o0

Healing of theWater.

Theinlmbi t ants of the city complained to EIlisha, n
butthewateribad and theé&lliamda staerdi,| i Bdb i ng me dennew b
they had brought it to hinhe went outtothespi ng and threw salt i1into it,
| have purified this water. N e v And theawgitarihas staybda | | d

pure even to this day, accorditggthe word Elisha had spoken.

The Propheté Curse.

From there Elisha went up Bethel. While he was on the way, some little boys came out of the city and

j eered at hi m: fAGo a vweyprpphditarhed gngd say themaaméhe cursédaherd y !
in the name of the LORD. Then two sbears came out of the woods and tore forty of the children to
piecesFrom there he went to Mount Carmel, and returned to Samaria from there.

* k%

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage four times.

U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listentothe passagei t h t he ear of the heart. Dondt get
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now.
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U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if anyphrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pause for2 mi nut e s Wieek tloesdhe contgnt ob this réading touch my
l'ife today?o
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | believe that God want
today/ this week. 0
Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a gioup setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

[I.  Stories of Elisha and Joram
2 Kings, chapter 3
Reign of Joram of Israel.
Joram, son of Ahab, became king over Israel in Samaria in the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat, king of
Judd, and he reignetivelve yearsHe di d what was evi l i n the LORDC¢
and mother. He did away with the pillar®dal that his father had madwrjt he still held fast unceasingly
to the sins which Jeroboam, son of Nebat, caused Israel toitomm

War Against Moab: Drought.

Now Mesha, king of Moab, who raised sheep, used to pay the king of Israel as tribute a hundred thousand
lambs and the @ol of a hundred thousand rarBut when Ahab died, the king of Moab releel against

the king of Israk King Joram set out fromeBnaria and mustered all Isra€hen he sent Jehoshaphat, the
king of Judah, the message: fiThe king of Moab h
to fight?d6 He replied, fl andnhylpeopleyandiyotmorsasandmyar e a
hor ses Hies sweeild,. 0A By what rout e s h aMayoftheavildarnessa c k ? «
of Edom. o

So the king of Israel set out, accompanied by the king of Judah and the king of Edom. After a idundabo
journey of seven days the water gave out for the ardyfor the animals with thenThe king of Israel

excl ai med, AAl as! The LORD has called three kin
But Jehoshaphat as KtalORDihers througlewhem we mmaypnguirepohtieet o
LORD?0 One of the servants of the Kkingwatdronl sr ae
the hands of Eljah, s h&erRo®haphat agreed, fAHe has tlkle wor
along with Jehoshaphat and thegkof Edom, wentlown to ElishaElisha asked the king of Israel,

AWhat do you want with me? Go to the prophets o
king of 1srael repl i eedethree Nnys togethereonly t®delius intatse c al | e
power offhMoalkl o sha said, AAs the LORD of hosts
Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, | should neithér &gou nor notice you at aMlow getmeamn st r e |

When the minstrel played, the fthafthe LORD came upon Elisha,nd he announced: A
LORD: Providemany catch basins in this waéfior the LORD says: Though you will see neither wind
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nor rain, yet this wadi will be filled with watéor you to drink, and for gur livestock angback animals.
And since the LORD does not consider this enough, he willddgver Moab into your poweY.ou shall

destroy every fortified city and every choice city, fell every fruit tree, stop up all thgspand ruin
every fertile field with stones. 0

In the morning, at the time of the sacrifice, water came from the d@inectiEdom and filled the land.
Meanwhile, all Moab had heard that the kings had come to war against them; troops from the youngest on
up were mobilied and stationed #te borderWhen they rose early that morning, the sun was shining

across the water. The Moabitmswv the waterasredasbloadnd sai d, AThis is bl o
fought among themselves and killed one another. @k ! T o t h e Buswhenithieysreachdtio a b! 0
the camp of Israel, the Israelites rose up and attacked the Moabites, who fled from them. They ranged
through he countryside destroying Mo@beveling the cities, each one casting the stones onto every

fertile field and filling it, stopping up every spring, felling every fruit tree, until only the stones of Kir
hareseth remained. Then the slingers surroundddattacked itWhen he saw that the battle was going

against him, the king of Moab took seven hwtbswordsmen to break through e king of Edom, but

he failed.So he took his firstborn, who was to succeed him as king, and offered him as a burnt offering
upon the wall. The wrath against Israel was so great that they gave up the siege and rahemexivio

land.

* % %

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage four times.

U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
abou the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now.

U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, ittowing
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pausefor2 mi nut e s Wiefeldaestheicontgnt af this r@ading touch my
l'ife today?o0
Notice what thoughts, feelingand reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | ielvesthat God wants meto. ... ..
today/this week. 0
Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

2 Kings, chapter 4
The Widowdé s O |
A certain woman, the widow of one of the guild
is dead. You know that he revered the LORD, yet now his creditor has come to take amyldren into
ser viHBluidsesha answemeld therdofiWbhatyau? Tell me what
replied, AThis seriwmarntheofhowswrHs® utasa dj atjlGiorf @ ot )
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from all your neighbo& as many empty vessels as you cémen come back and close th@or on

yourself and your children; pour the oil into all the vessels,aedas h i s f i | $oesltbwens et |
out. She closed the door on herself and her children and, as they handed/éssedlse she would pour in
oil. When all the vesselsenr e f i | | ed, she said to her son, nBr

isnoneéft. o And t heSmet wendi langdt dpmded.t he man of Go
pay off your creditor; with what remains, you and your children can livo

Eli sha Raises the Shunammitebs Son.

One day Elisha came to Shunem, where there was a woman of influence, who pressed him to dine with
her. Afterward, whenever he passad lbe would stop theretodine.o she said to her |
that he isa holy man of God. Since h&sits us oftenlet us arrange a little room on the roof and furnish it

for him with a bed, table, chair, an ®neldayflsha s o
arrived anl stayed in the room overnigithenle s ai d t o his servant Gehazi
woman. 0 He whkn sthe stood,befaerElistae t ol d Gehazi, fASay to h

yourself greatly for us; what can we do for you? Can we say a good word for you to the king or to the
commander of the ammy?don8hemoepg! mgdowinl paopl e. c

Later Elisha asked, AWhat c¢can wesondandherdusbahddésr 20 G
ol €l d sha sai d, fHddwhenshestoad attheldddligha ponisoed, A Thi s t
year you wil/l be cradling a baby doootdeceivesypue s ai d

S e r v ¥dehthe.woman conceived, and by the same time the following year she had givendstnto

as Elisha had promisgdndthe child grew up healthyOne day the boy went ou his father among the
reapersHe sai d to his father, AMy heaant Myi Qarardy oh i/
mo t h Ehe semvant picked him up and carried him to his mother; hie batlap until noon, and then

died.She went upstairs and laid him on the bed of the man of God. §kbsirdoor on him, she went out

and called to her husband, fALet me have one of
God,and Iw | | beHeb aacskk.ead, AWhy are you going to himt
sabbauth.®he8 said, dalt is all right. o

When the donkey was saddl ed, s hpanydoakeyunlesoltecher se
y 0 uShedkept goig till she reached the man of God on Mount Carmel. When he saw her at a distance,
the man of God said to hisservanth'Gez i : A Ther e iHarrytomeet h®rhamchagsknifmi t e !
everything is all right with hrgthi ngwiitsh ahdr rhuwgshb

But when she reached the man of God on the mountain, she clasped his feet. Gehazi came near to push
her away, but the man of God said: ALet her al o
didnotletm&k nowhe said, ADiIid | askbtmpalyor d DbolHeoda o s
said to Gehazi, fnGet ready for a journey. Take
greeting, and if anyone greets you, do not aarsbay my staft pon t Betboynwedo boybds m
out: AAs the LORD Iives and aso y9w lyeougtseaeritied ilv;

Meanwhile, Gehazi had gone on ahead and had laid the staff upon the boy, but there was no sound, no
responseHe returned to meet EI i sha anWhenHEishadreathedthe AT
house, he found the boy dead, lying on the biedwent in, closed the door on thdoth, and prayed to

the LORD.Then he lay upon the child on the bed, placings mout h upon the chilc
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upon the eyes, and his hands upon the hands. As Elisha stretched himself over,the thide b oy 6 s
became warntle arose, paced up and down the room, and then once more stretched himself over him,
and the by sneezed sen times and opened hiseyed. i sha summoned Gehazi an

Shunammite. 0 He call ed har ,sadmrdd toh e eaBhmenidgank eh iym
and fell at his feet in homage; then she took her son and left.

The Poisoned Stew.

When Elisha returned to Gilgal, there was a famine in the land. Once, when the guild prophets were
seated before him, he said to his servant, APut
gui | d pSomgpheavensautdo the field to gather herbs and found a wild vine, from which he
picked a sackful of poisonous wild gourds. On his return he cut them up into the pot of vegetable stew

without anybodyds knowing it. The stcaw ewas fAsMarnv
God, thereisdeathintheg ! 6 And t heWHecoualidl,ndtBreatg isto.me mea
pot and said, AServe it to the people to eat. o

The Barley Loaves.

A man camdrom Baalshalishah bringing the man of God twenty barley loaves made from the first fruits,
and fresh grain in the ear. Brlti hha&a seaird/,anft Giowg e
set this before a huniltoteedpople t& ¢ai, fortthas sayg thel LORDs ¥ou d
will eat and h avHe sesittheiae them,fand wben they hadl eaten, they had some left

over, according to the word of the LORD.

* *x %

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage four times.

U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now.

U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can slanedid/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pause for2 mi nut e s Whefeldaestheicongnt af this réading touch my
|l ife today?o
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
Whatmight God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | believe that God want
today/this week. 0
Notice any prayerfulesponse that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

2 Kings, chapter 5
Eli sha Cures Naamands Leprosy.
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Naaman, the army commander of the king of Aram, walsljiesteemed and respected by his master, for
through him the LORD had brought victory to Aram. But valianha was, the man was a lepéow the
Arameans had captured from the land of Israel in a raid a little girl, who becamh e s er vant o
wifeeShe said to her mistress, Al f only my master
would cure hiNMaamahi wehepaondytold hifeomtmaadar , n

| sraelMThsakdng of Aramnsaiadoni@gGa. | etwiell to the Kk
out, taking along ten silver talents, six thousand g@dgs, and ten festal garmertig brought the king

of I srael the | etter, which read: nWthatywoumdyi s | e
cure him of his | eprosy.o
When he read the | etter, the king of Israel tor

life and death, that this man should send someone for me to cure him of leprosy? Take note! You can see
heisonl y | ooki ng f oWheaElisha, the maa of Gadj heand thatehk King of Israel had
torn his garments, he sent word to the king: AW
findoutthat her e i s a prophet in Israel. o

Naamana me wi th his horses and char i oElishasedthimthe pped
message: fiGo and wash seven thiemés iamdt lyeBul avi d & n
Naaman went away angry, sualycomgaquttdime aridistand thdretto callh a t
on the name of the LORD his God, and would move his hand over thegadus cure the leprous

spot.Are not the rivers of Damascus, the Abana and the Pharpar, better than all the waters of Israel?
Coudinot wash in them andtulnes aboutie anges andl€ftdo Wi t h t hi s

But his servants came up and reasoned with him:
extraordinary, would you not do it? All the more sincedhétd y o ug n d Whaes 159 Naamam 6 ? 0
went down and plunged into the Jordan seven times, according to the word of the man of God. His flesh
became again like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

He returned with his whole retinue to the man of God. Onrhisa v a | he stood before
I know that there is no God in al/l t he e &lshah , e
replied, fAAs the LORD |ives whommdanoéserwregi ng,wih:
refusedNaaman said: Al f you wil |l phavetwanudeadstof earih,] e a s ¢

for your servant will no longer make burnt offerings or sacrifices to any gtteexcept the LORD.

But may the LORD forgive your servant this: whag master enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down
there, as he leans upon my arm, | too must bow down in the temple of Rimmon. When | bow down in the
temple of Rimmon, maythe LORDples e f or gi ve durs hsaerswaa rdt ttohihd .mg

Naama had gone some distan@ben Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, the man of God, thought to himself:
AMy master was too easy on this Aramean Naaman,
willrun afterhimand get s o met SoiGahgzhuried afteo Nlaanman. @eeiag that someone

was running after him, Naaman alighted from his chariot to wait for him. He a$ , ninls everyt
riglkbefRazi repli ed, AYes, but my master sent me
prophes from the hill country of Ephraim. Please give them atalentorser and t wo f est a
Naaman said, il insist! Take two talents, 0 and
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gave them, with two festal garments, to two of leisvzants, who carried them before Geh#¢nen he

reached the hill, Gehazi received these things, appropriated them for his house, and sent the men on their
way. He went in and stood by Elisha his master, who askedihih er e have you been,

Heansver ed,s diryYwaunrt has n®dtutgdne saaray wlaerde t®@ hi m: A
when someone got down from his chariot to wait for you? Is this a time to take money or to take
garments, olive orchards or vineyards, sheepatiteg male ofemale servantsPhe leprosy of Naaman
shall cling to you and your descendants forever

* *x %

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage four times.

U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pfusz minute.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now.

U The second reading, look for a key word or phraseditzats your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pauser2-3 mi nut es Wiefeldaestheicontgnt af this r@ading touch my
l'ife today?o0
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture?giroap setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause for®minutes reflecting ofi | believe that God want
today/this week. 0
Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a sengdr @f gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

2 Kings, chapter 6
The Lost Ax.
The guild prophets once s aiwthybouwistddlcranspbddor usétlishi s p
go to the Jordan, wheley getting one beam apiece we can buil
iGoOme of them requested, #API ealsee raegrldesdt, o farcecsa |

So he went with them, and when they arrived at the adidgy beganat cut down treesiVhile one of

them was felling a tree trunk, the inmonmasttadk bl ad
was bor o weiidWhoer e did it fall?06 asked the man of Go:
stick, threwit into the water, and brought the iron to the surfate. s ai d, #APi ck i1t up.

stretched out his hand and grasped it.
The Aramean Ambush.

When the king of Aram was waging war on losacael ,
at such andButucthhea npdmcoef. 0God woul d send word t ¢
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pass by this plag for Aramwillat a ¢ k  $olthe kirey ofdsrael would send word to the place which
the man of God had indicated, and alerthert they would be on guhrThis happened several times.

Greatly disturbed
tellmewhoamongs i s f or
AThe | sraeld/
sai d, nGo, f

over this, the king of Aram c
t hileN ok iomnge , o0 fmyl sl roaredl %ka fficgrs.0 answv
te prophet EI i srhdas cyaonu tepgdak Hen ky g
ind out where he is, so that | may

Blinded Aramean Soldiers.

Informed that Elisha was in Dothame sent there a strong force with horaed chariots. They arrived by

night and encircled thcity. Early the next morning, when the servant of the man of God arose and went
out, he saw the force with its horses a.ndi Whatr i
shallwedo,my or EI?iosha answer ed, iide nuwttn bmelheatheapratiedie i rO
AO LORD, open his eyes, that he may see. 0 And t
that the mountainside was filled with fiery chariots and horses atelistth.

When the Arameans came down to get hi m, El i sha
you. 0 And the LORD asc¢ccaoarcdi n hgTehmmrbEREIl ishlaad ss aviod dt. o
the wrong road, and this is the wrong citglléw me! | will take you to the manyouwan ¢ And he
them to SamariaWhen t hey entered Samari a, Eli sha prayed
see. 0 The LORD o0 pen e thatthdyaereinsideySarsariddhenrhd king bfésgl s a w
saw them, he askmy,f &tSthearl 72 SHEXKliI$ hla t khielol, i elde mAY o
them. Do you slay those whom you have taken captive with your sword or bow? Serve them a meal. Let
them eat and drink, and then go back to thels maeThe king spread a great feast for them. When they

had eaten and drunk he sent them away, and they went back to their master. No more Aramean raiders
came into the land of Israel.

War Against Aram: Famine.
After this, Berhadad, king of Aram, mtesred his whole army and thsiege to Samari&ecause of the

siege the famine Iin Samaria was so severe that
fourth of a knagbs 0o ff ofird of viev @de daypaxitee kingmf el svas Wwalking .
on the city wall, awoman criedowtt hi m, ASave e, rmpliedd RKihgt e

save you, where could | find means to save you? Onthénthresg f | oor ? | Thenthb e wi n¢
king asked her ,e ioWhShe irse pyloiuerd :t rfoTuhbils woman s ai ¢

may eat him today; timetomorrowe wi | |  €Sa we boilgd ng/ son and ate him. The next day |
said to her, ONow giewd thp my @u rB ugWhenhhtekingdy ticatdtheema ys o
womanods words, he tore his garments. And as he
wearing sackcldt underneath, next to his skihh e ki n excl ai med, AMay God

ing
if the head of Elisha, son of Shaplatt ays on him today! 0o

Meanwhile, Elisha was sitting in his house in conference with the elders. The king had sent one of his
courtiers; but before the messenger reached him
murderer is sending someone td off my head? When the messenger comes, see that you close the door
and hold it fast agatapst har e. e tiWhle Fhghavaedilb s d f b b m
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* *x %

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage four times.

U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with the eaypesofquestiors hear
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now.

U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to répgatitself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pausefor2 mi nut e s Wiefeldaestheicontgnt af this r@ading touch my
l'ife today?o0
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting o | believe that God want
today/ this week. 0
Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

2 Kings, chapter 7
Elisha replied: AHear the word of the LORD! Thu
flour will sell for a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel, in the nafket S a rBatthe a . 0

adjutant, upon whose arm the kingledne answer ed the man of God, AEV
windows in heaven, how could this happen?06 EI i s
shall not eat of it.o

TheLepers at theGate.

At the city gate four | eper s vhere untilwedie®™ wegecidene an
to go into the city, we shall die there, for there is famine in the city. If we remain here, we shall die too.
So come, |l et us desert to the camp of theAAr ame

twilight they left for the Arameans; but when they reached the edge of the camp, no one wab¢here.

Lord had caused the army of the Arameans to hear the sound of chariots and horses, the sound of a large
army, and they had r e albkngoféskhel Bamoreddghe kingeohtsedHlttitegand N
the kings of Thenynphe twilight they hgdifleéd, abasmdoring their tents, their horses, and
their donkeys, the whole camp just as iswand fleeing for their lives.

After the lepes reached the edge of the camp, they went first into one tent, ate and drank, and took silver,
gold, and clothing from it, and went out and hid them. Back they came into another tent, took things from

it, and again went out and hid thefthen they saidtone anot her: fiWe are not
of good news, and we are keeping silent. If we wait until morning breaks, we will be blamed. So tome, le
us go and inform the pal ace. o
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They came and summoned t he ci thgcagmofteekAemmgarsybsat. Th

no one was the@enot a human voice, only the horses and donkeys tethered, aedth@ist as they
we r e Theghtékeepers announced this amchi reported within the palacehough it was night, the

kinggotup;hesi d to his servants, fALet me tell you wh:
we are starving, they have | eft their camp to h
thecityandwewilt ake t hem al Oneothasd senvamntist . dbowever, s
us take five of the horses remaining in thedithey are just like the whole throng of Israel that has

reacheditslimdand | et us send scouts to investigate. o

End of the Siege.

They took two chariots, and horses, and timg ldent them to reconnoiter the Aramean armij te
order, A Go Thegfdllowwed thedArameanhs.a®far as the Jordan, and the whole route was
strewn with garments and other objects that the Arameans had thrown away in their haste. The
messengrs returned and told the king.

The people went out and plundered the camp of the AramElagis.a seah of fine flour sold for a shekel
and two seahs of barley for a shekel,cadng to the word of the LORD.

The king had put in charge of the gate the offiggon whose arm he leaned; but the people trampled him

to death at the gate, just as the man of God had predictediéhsressenger came down to hirhis

was in accordance with the word the man ao& God
shekel, and a seah of fine flour for a shekel at this timetomo w i n t he ma&he &dputant o f S
had answered the man of God, fAEven if the LORD
happen?0 And EI i sha hvdthdyour eym byese db,u tfi Yyoouu sshhéald I sneoet
that is what happened to him, for the people trampled him to death at the gate.

* *x %

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage four times.

U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pauserfonate.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now.

U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that drawsattention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pausefor2 mi nut e s Wiefeldaestheicontgnt a this rdading touch my
l'ife today?0o
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a grettipg, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | believe that God want
today/this week. 0
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2 Kings, chapter 8

The Shunammiteds Return.

Eli sha once said to the woman whose son he had
and live wherevergqu can, because the LORD has decreed a sgemfamine which is coming upon the

| a nThe vaooman got ready and did as the man of God said, setting out with her household, and living in
the land of he Philistines for seven yearst the end of the severears, the woman returned from the

land of the Philistines and went out to the king to apfor her house and her fiel@he king was talking

Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prgyatitode or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

with Gehazi, the servant ot thenmantboht Gg&di shae
Just as he waslling the king how his master had restored a dead person to life, the very woman whose
son Elisha had restored to |Iife came to the kin
king, this is the woman, and thisisthatsonof mrem B i s ha r e s The king duedtianedlthe f e .
woman, and she told him her story. Wi th that th
al | her property to her, with all that the fiel
Elisha and Hazael of Aram.

Elisha came to Damascus atatimme whenrBemnd ad, ki ng of Aram, | ay sicl
of God hast  temei mersegiod to Hazael, ATake a gift
Consult the LORD throughi m, o6 Wi | | | r e c o kHazael went to visit hinh, casrying @ ¢ k n

present, and with forty camel loads of the best goods of Damascus. On his arrival, he stood before Elisha
and sai d, {adadukng of Aram, Hasesent me to you fo as 14 Mover from my

sicknElsisda answered, AGo and tel]l hi m, e¥Yeu wi
that he will surely die. o

Then he stared him down until he became ill at ease. The man of Goawept, Ha z a e | asked,
you weeping, my |l ord?d6 Elisha replied, fABecause

You will burn their fortresses, you will slay their youth with the sword, you will dash their little children
to pieces, you will rip open theirprega nt women. 0

Hazael excl ai med, AHow can your servant, a dog
LORD hasshow# you t o me as king over Aram. 0

Hazael |l eft Elisha and returned to hi g erpddtedr, 0
said, o6You wi IThe nextdayehowever, dazagl\toekra.clotly, dipped it in water, and
spread it over the kingds face, so that he died

Reign of Joram of Judah.

In the fifth year of Joram, soof Ahab, king of Israel, Joram, son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, became
king. He was thirtytwo years old when he became king, and Ignisl eight years in Jerusalerde

walked in the way of the kings of Israel as the house of Ahab had done, sideedh¢er of Ahab was

his wife; and hedidwha was evi | i nEvénts@ thd LORDvias unwiliing tb destroy

Judah, for the sake of his servant David. For he had promised David that he would leave him a holding in
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the LORDG6s pmebBemicegfdor amdstieign, Edom revol' t
installed a king of its own.

Thereupon Joram with all his chariots crossed over to Zair. He arose by night and broke through the
Edomites when they had surrounded him and the comngatlbrs chariots. Then his army fled
homewardTo this day Edom has been in revolt against the rule of Judah. Libnah also revolted at that
time. The rest of the acts of Joram, with all that he did, are recorded in the book ofathielels of the

kings d Judah.Joram rested with his ancestors; he was buried with his ancestors in the City of David, and
his son Ahaziah succeeded him as king.

Reign of Ahaziah of Judah.

In the twelfth year of Joram, son of Ahab, king of Israel, Ahaziah, son of Jorangfkingah, became

king. Ahaziah was twentywo years old when he became king, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His
mot her 6 s n ame ughter sf Odri, king bf ismdtHe watked in the way of the house of Ahab

and did what was evilinthe LORDs si ght | i ke the house of Ahab,
mariage.He joined Joram, son of Ahab, in battle against Hazael, king of Aram, at Ragiteatti, whee

the Arameans wounded Joraing Joram returned to Jezreel to be healed of the wouhuth the

Arameans had inflicted on him at Ramah in his battle against Hazael, king of Aram. Then Ahaziah, son of
Joram, king of Judah, went down to Jezreel to visit Joram, son of Ahab, for he was sick.

* *x %

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage foumes.

U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to yowgwight

U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you cae gt word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pause for2 mi nut e s Whefeldaestheicongnt af this réading touch my
|l ife today?o
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | believe that God want
today/this week. 0
Notice any pragrful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

[1I. The End of the Omrid Dynasty
2 Kings, chapter 9
Elisha and Jehu of Israel.
Elisha the prophetcalle one of the guild prophets and sai d t
flask of oil with you, and go to Ramoitilead.When you get there, look for Jehu, son of Jehoshaphat,
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son of Nimshi. Enter and take him away from his companions iamgl timinto an inner chambeFErom

the flask you have, pour oil on his head, and s
Then open the door and flee without del ay. o

The aide (the pr op hgdeadvehenshe atrved, the eonanderts of th®Ramyaveré

i n session. He said, Al have a message for you,
you, commandedebuhgoanswemaead. went into the hous
oi Il on hi s hesaysthaltORD, ha God of Isidel: hamoint you king over the people of the

LORD, over IsraelYou shall destroy the house of Ahab your master; thus will | avenge the blood of my
servants the prophets, and the blood of all the other gerofithe LORD Bed by Jezebel he whole

house of Ahab shall perish:  wi | | cut off f r avhethérbandad fsee ihlsrade e v er
will make the house of Ahab like that of Jeroboam, son of Nebat, anithdikef Baasha, son of Ahijah.
Inthe confinesof ezr eel , t he dogs shall devoemrhedpenedtieel s

door and fled.

When Jehu rejoined his masterods servants, they

you?o0 He r ep lthat&idd,of marvamdihislamBkum o t hey sai d, ATel |l u ¢
told them, fAThis is what the pr ognbrgyodlkingaerde s ai
| s r aA¢dnce@ach took his garment, spread it under Jehu on the bare steps, blew the horn, and cried

out, AJehu is king!o

Death of Joram of Israel.

Jehu, son of Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi, formed a conspiracy against Joram. (Joram, with all Israel, had
been besieging Ramatiilead against Hazael, king of Arabyt had returned to Jezreel to be healed of

the wounds the Arameans had inflicted on him in the battle against Hazael, king of faamspid to

them, Alf this is what you téeael ktytwamno, Thenpertha
Jehu mounted his chariot and drove to Jezvaetre Joram lay ill and Ahaziah, kinfdudah, had come

to visit him.

The watchman standing on the tower in Jezreel s
chariots. o Joram said, i G e nd toaaskavhether allris ed 8alads end h
hor seman went out to meet him and said, AThe ki
it matter to you how things are? Get behind me.
reacled them, but is not returningd

Joram sent a second horseman, who went to them
AWhat does it matt erehtuo ryequ iheawT thEGew g thoebhmenfdo rmeep
has reached them, but is not returning. The nigivs like that of Jehu, son of Nimshi; he drives like a
madmamMid ch up my chariot, 6 said Joram, and t hey
and Ahaziah, king of Judah, set out, each in his own chariot, to meet Jehu. They reaclead the plot

of ground of Naboth the Jezreelite.

, he asked, nls every
|l ong as all Jotare harl

u
everything be all right S
TBut dehs hachdrawnhis dawviared e sbot

When Joram recognized Jeh
a
reined about and fled, cryinpo Ahazi ah, i
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Joram between the shoulders, so that the arrow went through hisrtiehe eollapsed in his chariot.

Then Jehu said to his aadvjhimint the ploBof giokirel m the fieldafk e h i
Naboth the Jezreelite. For remember when you and | were driving teams behind Ahab his father, the
LORD delvered this oracle against hirAs surely as | saw yesterday the blood of Naboth and the blood

of his smsd oracle of the LORD | will repay you for it in that very plot of grouddoracle of the
LORD. So now take him and throw him into this p

Death of Ahaziah of Judah.

Seeing what was happening, Ahaziaingkof Judah, fled toward Bettrmggan. Jehu pursued him,
shouting, AHIimM too!o They struck him as he rode
his flight asfar as Megiddo and died thetdis servants brought him in a chariot to Jerusaleththey

buried him in his grave with his ancestors in the Citipa¥id. In the eleventh year of Joram, son of

Ahab, Ahaziah became king over Judah.

Death of Jezebel.
Jehu came to Jezreel, and when Jezebel heard of it, she shadowed her eyes, ad@ineahtidooked

down from her windowAs Jehu came through the gate, she cr
your maeherRPooked up to the window and shouted,
threeeunudis looked down towardim. A Thr ow her down, 06 he ordered. T

of her blood spurted against the wall and againshtinges. Jehu trod over her baahd, after eating and
drinking, he said: AAttend thewashhadaugherc ua fsBatd kviom
when they went to bury her, they found nothing of her buskiud, the feet, and the hand$ey returned
to Jehu, and when they told him, he said, AThi s
Tishbite: In the confies of Jezreel the dogs shall devour the fléslepebelThe corpse of Jezebel shall
be |Ii ke dung in the field in the confines of Je

* * %

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage four times.

0 The first eading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now.

U The secondeading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that wae/phsamply pass.

U The third reading, pausefor2 mi nut e s Wiefeldaestheicontgnt af this r@ading touch my
|l ife today?o
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God b asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | believe that God want
today/this week. 0
Notice any prayerful responseatharises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.
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Death of the Sons of Ahab of Israel.

Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. Jehu wrote letters anthem to Samaria, to the elders who were
rulers of Jezreelandt Ahabdés guar diSamse Yyohu waster s sons
his chariots, horses, fortified city, and weapgnvhen this lettereaches yodecide which is the beshd

the fittest of your masterdsfsghs, fpl ageuTlineaymasn

2 Kings, chapter 10

were overcome with fright and said, fl®%tehe two
master of the palace and the chief of thg, @long with the elders and the guardians, sent this message to
Jehu: AWe are your servants, and we will do eve

whateverpu t hi nk best. o

So Jehu wrote them a sec onlodeenetbeng alongithefheagsoot ar e
your mastero6s sons and come to me in Jezreel at
care of prominent men of tloity, who were rearing themVyhen the letter arrived, they took the princes

and slewall seventy of them, put their heads in basketd,ssmt them to Jehu in Jezreel.

A messenger came in and told him, AThey have br
two heaps at the gatebfh e c i t y ulnthea morningdhe€ame outgidepstood there, and said to
all the people: AYou are guiltless, for it was

killed all these’ Know that not a single word which the LORD has spoken against the house of Ahab shall
fal. The LORD has accompli shed what he (AddesecJetaiaslelw al viho o u g
were left of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, as well as all his powerful supporters, intimates, and priests,
leaving him no survivor.Then he went back inside.

Death of the Relatives of Ahaziah of Judah.

He set out for Samaria arat, Bethekedharoim on the waylehu came across relatives of Ahaziah, king

of Judah. AWho are you?0 he asked, and they sai

visitthep i nces and the fanmTakeft tehre aluieveen, anolt ehleu . A1
alive, forty-two in number, then slain at the pit of Betked. Not one of them survivéd/hen he set out

from there, Jehu met Jehonadab, son of Rechab, ontheroaHe gr eet ed hi m and as
whol eheartedly, as | am with you?06 fAYes, 0 he re
hand, and he had him mounthischaoh d s ai d, @A Come with me and see
they tok him along in his chariot.

Slaughter of the Worshipers of Baal.

When he arrived in Samaria, Jehu sl ew all who w
completely, according to theord the LORD spoke to Elijadehu gathered all the gae together and

said to them: nAhab s dehwwelldervd him yet ntordlowssonmmen fer ;mé e nt
al |l Baal 6s prophets, all his servants, and all
sacrifice for Baal. Whoeverivdbas ent s hal | not | ive. o0 This Jehu di

servants of Baal.

Jehu said further, iRr dolnhairmod Bakddehusenanhrefinidli yd
throughout all Israel. All the servants of Baal camerdtwas no one who did not come; they came to the
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temple of Baal, and ivas filled from wall to wallThen Jehu said to the custodian of the wardrobe,
ABring out garments for al | ughtbutthesgarmenta fortthedelf B a a

with Jehonadab, son of Rechab, entered the temp
be sure that there is no one who serves the LORD herewuiftbytonlyserant s dlientBeyal . 0
proceeded to offer sacrifices and burnt offeridgsw Jehu had stationed eighty troops outside with this
warning, AAny of you who | ets someo hadsshaltpay e of

| i f e fAsgoonlas he nishied offering the burnt offering, Jehu said to the guardseursd aid i Go |
and sl ay them. Let no one escape. 0O So the guard
Afterward they went into the innashrine of the temple of Baalnd took out the pillars of the temple o

Baal. They burned the shrineye dow the pillar of Baal, tore down the temple of Baal, and turned it into

a latrine, as it remains todayhus Jehu destroyed Baal in Israel.

Death of Jehu of Israel.

However, Jehu did not desist from the sins which Jeroboam, son of Nebat, had caulsiedcisnamit,

the golden calves at Bethel and at DHme LORD said to Jehu: Because you have done well what is right
in my eyes, and have done to the house of Ahab all that was in my heart, your sons to the fourth
generation shall sit upon the throne ofild. But Jehu was not careful to walk in the law of the LORD,

the God of Israel, with all his heart, since he did not desist from the sins whichararbad caused

Israel to commit.

At that time the LORD began to dismember Israel. Hazael defeateddbéids throughout their territory

east of the Jordan (all the land of Gilead, of the Gadites, Reubenites, and Manassites), from Aroer on the
wadi Arnon up lirough Gilead and Bashahhe rest of the acts of Jehu, with all that he did and all his

valor, ae recorded in the book of the ohicles of the kings of Israelehu rested with his ancestors and

was buried in Samaria, and his slehoahaz succeedeiin askingT he | engt h of Jehud:
was twentyeight years in Samaria.

* *x %

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage four times.

U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
about the passage. Just listen t@the passage is saying to you, right now.

U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elalation. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pausefor2 mi nut e s Wiefeldaestheicontgnt a this rdading touch my
l'ife today?0o
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within et the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | believe that...God want
today/this week. 0
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2 Kings, chapter 11

Death of the Heirs of Ahaziah of Judah.

When Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, saw that her son was dead, she begafftthk whole royal

family. But Jehosheba, daughter of King Joram and si
spirited him away, along with his nurse, from therbedh where the princes were about to be slain. He

was concealed fromtAaliah, and so he did not dieor six years he remained hidden with her in the

house of the LORD, while Athaliah ruled as queen over the land.

Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

Death of Athaliah.

But in the seventlgear, Jehoiada summoned the captains of the Carians and of the guards. He had them
come to him in the house of the LORD, made a covenant with them, exacted an oath from them in the
house of the LORD, andthenh o we d t h e m Helgaethkemithgs®ersd srosn:. A Thi s i
must do: one third of you who c¢come oanotltbuthirg on t
shall be at the gate Sur; and the last third shall be at the gate behind the guards. goarshidde palace

on all sideswhile the two of your divisions who are going off duty that week shall keep guard over the
house of the LORD for the kin.ou shall surround the king, each with drawn weapons, and anyone who
tries to approach the guard detail is to be killed; stalgthiek i ng, wh er heeaptaihsalid go e s
just as Jehoiada the priest commanded. Each took his troops, both those going on duty for the week and
those going off duty that week, and came to JehdlzelariestHe gave the captains
and quvers, whichwere in the house of the LORBnNd the guards, with drawn weapons, lined up from

the southern to the northern limit of the enclosure, surrounding the altar and the templei on thedks

behalf Then Jehoi ada br oug h the aown and tihedestimong gpdnshimsThay a n d
procl ai med him king and anointed him, oWReepping

Athaliah heard the noise made by the people, she came bedaren the house of the LORB/hen she

saw the kingstanding by the column, as was the custom, and the captains and trumpeters near the king,
and all the people of the land rejoicing and blowing trumpets, Athaliah tore her garmeatiedrmait,

A Tr eas on Then Jelwiada thedrigst instructedthegpct ai ns i n command of t
with a guard detail. I f anyone follows her, | et
not die in the house of thed R D Sathey seized her, and when she reached the Horse Gate of thesking
house, she was put to deaflhen Jehoiada made a covenant between the LORD and the king and the
people, by which they would be the LORDOGs peopl

Thereupon all the people of the land went to the temple oféBmbtlemolished it. They shattered its

altars and images completely, and slew Mattan, the priest of Baal, before the altars. Jehoiada the priest
appointed a detachmefior the house of the LORRNd took the captains, the Carians, the guards, and all
the people of the land, and they led the king down from the house of the LORD; they came through the
guardsdé gate to the kingos htorons.Allthe peapte ofthelarslh t oo
rejoiced and the city was quiet, now that Athaliahbaele n sl ain with the sword

* * %

Lectio Divina
Read the following passage four times.
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U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with t helectal typendfquestioas hear
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now.

U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begjrett it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pausefor2 mi nut e s Wiefeldaestheicontgnt af this r@ading touch my
l'ife today?o
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | believe that God want
today/ this week. 0
Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply. pass

IV.  Kings of Judah and Israel
2 Kings, chapter 12
Reign of Joash of Judah.
Joash was sevegmars old when he became kitigthe seventh year of Jehu, Joash became king, and he
reigned forty year s mewaslZéiahfom Beshebaldhshslid whattwhse r 0 s
right in the LORDOGs s i dehotadaahe priesbguided latspugh e high v e d ,
places did not disappear; the people continued to sacrifice anditibense on the high places.

Joash said t defundsdor sacrad pusposes thatiare lbrbught to the house of thedLORD
the census tax, personal redemption ménagd all funds that are freely brought to the house of the
LORD, the priests may take for themselves, each from his own vendor. However, thiey ake

whatever repairsomte t emp |l e may Nevemheless, asdate asstie avetlfiyd year of the
reign of King Joash, the priests had not made needed repairs on the temple.

Accordingly, King Joash summoned the priest Jehoiada and theothpr i est s. He asked
repair the temple? You must no longer take funds from your vendors, but you shall turn them over for the
r e p aSoths priésts agreed that they would neither take funds from the peoplekethe repairs on

the temple.Jehoiada the priest then took a chest, bored a hole in its lid, and set it beside the altar, on the
right as one entered the house of the LORD. The priests who kept the doors would put into it all the silver
that was bought to the house of the LORI/hen they noticed that there was a large amount of silver in

the chest, the royal scribe would come up with the high priest, and they would gather up and weigh all the
silver tha was in the house of the LORDhe amount thus realized they turned ovaheworkers

assigned to the house of the LORD. They in turn would pay it to the carpenters and buitderg Mo

the house of #1 LORD,and to the masons and stone cutters, and for the purchase of the wood and hewn
stone used in repairing the breachesl for any other expenses that were necessagpiair the house of

the LORD.None of the valuables brought to the house of the LORD were used there to make silver
basins, snuffers, bowls, trumpets,any gold or silver articldnstead, they were given the workers,
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and with them theyepaired the house of the LORMoreover, no reckoning was asked of those who
were provided with the funds to give to the workers, bexéusy held positions of trust.

The funds from reparation offerings and from pegtion offerings, however, were not brought to the

house of the LORDthey belonged to the pries®en Hazael, king of Aram, came up and attacked Gath.
When he had taken it, Hazael resal\te go on to attack Jerusaledoash, king of Judah, took all the

sacred offerings presented by his forebears, Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, and Ahaziah, kings of Judah, as well
as his own, and all the gold there was in the t
and sent them to King Hazael of Aram, who themed away from Jerusalem.

The rest of the acts of Joash, with all that he did, are recorded in the book abttieles of the kings of
JudahCertain of his officials entered into a conspiracy and struck Joash down anBethlozacar, son

of Shimeath, and Jehozabad, son of Shomer, were the officials who struck and killed him. He was buried
with his ancestors in the City of David, and his son Amaziah succeeded him as king.

* % %

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage four times.

U The first readig, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now.

U The second readl, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/plsiagadyopass.

U The third reading, pausefor2 mi nut e s Wiefeldaestheicontgnt af this r@ading touch my
l'ife today?o0
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be askg of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause for®minutes reflecting ofi | believe that God want
today/this week. 0
Notice any prayerful response thasas within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

2 Kings, chapter 13
Reign of Jehoahaz of Israel.
In the twentythird year of Joash, son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jelmaon of Jehu, became king over
Israelin Samaria for seventeenyeddlse di d what was evi | in the LOREL
following the sins that Jeroboam, son of Nelbad caused Israel to comniihe LORD was angry with
Israel and for éong time gave them into the power of Hazael, king of Aram, and ofifadad, son of
Hazael. Then Jehoahaz entreated the LORD, who heard him, since he saw the oppression to which the
king of Aram had subjected Isra8o the LORD gave Israel a savior, dahd Israelites, freed from the
power of Aram, dwelt in their own tents as formeNvertheless, they did not desist from the sins the
house of Jeroboam had caused Israel to commit, but persisted in them. The Asherah remained even in
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SamariaNo army wadeft to Jehoahaz, except fifty horses with ten chariots and ten thousand foot
soldiers, since the king of Aram had destroyed them and trampled them likéhustst of the acts of
Jehoahaz, with all that he did and his valor, are recorded in the btukaironicles of the kings of

Israel.Jehoahaz rested with his ancestors; he was buried in Samaria and his son Joash succeeded him as
king.

Reign of Joash of Israel.

In the thirtyseventh year of Joash, king of Judah, Joash, son of Jehoahaz, bexpoekirael in

Samaria sixteenyeatld.e di d what was evi l in the LORDOGs sig
Jeroboam, son of Nebat, had caused Isragnomit, but persisted in thefhe rest of the acts of Joash,

with all that he did and kivalor, and how he fought with Amaziah, king of Judah, are recorded in the

book of the chwnides of the kings of Israelloash rested with his ancestors. Then Jeroboam sat on his
throne. Joash was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel.

El i s hathibed Prioghecy.

When Elisha was suffering from the sickness of which he was to die, Joash, king of Israel, went down to
weep over him. AMy father, my fat hElshasadtodimexcl a
ATake bow andbdbeaockbawamisrroa€! i sha said to the king o
the bow, 0 and he rested his hand oandtsaEHO|i sh@®p
window toward the east. o0 He o0peersadi Aint .ar Eloiws nd o
for the LORD!AnN arrow of victory over Aram¥You willbeatAr am at Aphek and fini

Then he said to the king of Israel, fATake the a
t he gr oundgrounditeee bneeadnd stoppdthe man of God became angry with him and

sai d, AYou should have beat five or six times.
wil I beat Aram only three times. 0

And so Elisha died and was buried. At that timgexdr, bands dfloabites used to raid the lardnce

some people were burying a man, when suddenly they saw such a raiding band. So they cast the man intc
the grave of Elisha, and everyone went off. But when the man came in contact with the bones of Elisha,
he came back to life and got to his feet.

King Hazael of Aram oppressesrael all the days of Jehoah8zt the LORD was gracious with Israel

and looked on them with compassion because of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He was
unwilling to destroy them or to cast them outrin his presence even up to n@w when King Hazael of

Aram died and his sondBrhadad succeeded him as kidgash, son of Jehoahaz, took back from-Ben
hadad, son of Hazael, the cities Hazael had taken in battle fromhdahis father. Three times Joash

beat him, and thus recovered the cities of Israel.

* k%

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage four times.

U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage withthe earlold hear t . Dondt get distracted |
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now.
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U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentenceveord stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pause for2 mi nut e s Wiefeldeestheicontgoittioisreading touch my
l'ife today?o
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simplypass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | believe that God want
today/ this week. 0
Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, youan share your reflection or simply pass.

2 Kings, chapter 14
Reign of Amaziah of Judah.
In the second yeaf Joash, son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel, Amaziah, son st Jaiag of Judah,
became kingHe was twentyfive years old when he became king, dedreigned twentyine years in
Jerusal em. Hi ssJehoatddmefrond Jerusaleinee dwad what was right
eyes, though not like David his father. He did jas his father Joash had dotimugh the high places did
not disappear, anthe people continued to sacrifice and to burn incense dmdheplacesWhen
Amaziah had the kingdom firmly in hand, he struck down the officials who hackstown the king, his
father.But their children he did not put to death, according to whatitsew in the book of the law of
Moses, which the LORD commanded: fAParents shal/l
children be put to death for their parents; onl

Amagziah struck down tethousand Edomites in the Salt Valley. He took Sela in battle and renamed it
Joktheel, the name it has to this day.

Then Amaziah sent messengers to Joash, son of Jehoahaz, son of Jehu, king of Israel, with this message
ACome, ¢éetfasemesoshfakeng of | srael, sent this r
thistle of Lebanon sent word to a cedar of Leba
animal of Lebanon passed by amahipled the thistle underfootou have indeed strualown Edom, and

your heart is lifted up; enjoy your glory, but stay home! Why bring misfortune and failureuose{f and

on Judah with you?bo

But Amaziah did not listen. So Joash, king of Israel, advanced, and he and Amaziah, king of Judah, met
face toface at Bettshemesh of Judabnd Judah was defeated by I$raed all fled to their tent8ut

Amaziah, king of Judah, son of Joash, son of Ahaziah, was captured by Joash, king of Israel, at Beth
shemesh. When they came to Jerusalem Joash tore dowalltioé Jerusalem, from the Gate of Ephraim

to the Coner Gate, four hundred cubitse took all the gold and silver and all the vessels found in the
house of the LORD and in the treasuries of the
Samaia.
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The rest of the acts of Joash, what he did and his valor, and how he made war against Amaziah, king of
Judah, are recorded in the book of theoalales of the kings of Israeloash rested with his ancestors; he
was buried in Samaria with the kingklsrael, and his son Jeroboam succdddm as kingAmaziah,

son of Joash, king of Judah, survived Joash, son of Jehoaingpf ksrael, by fifteen year$he rest of

the acts of Amaziah are recorded in the book of thenities of the kings of JudaWhen a conspiracy

was formed against him in Jerusalem, he fled to Lachish. But he wagg@tosiachish and killed there.

He was brought back on horses and was buried in Jerusalem with his ancdb®Sity of David.

Thereupon all the people of Jidok Azariah, who was only sixteen years old, and made hintding

succeed Amaziah, his fathérwas he who rebuilt Elath and restored it to Judah, after the king rested
with his ancestors.

Reign of Jeroboam Il of Israel.

In the fifteenth year of Amziah, son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam, son of Joash, king of Israel,
became kingn Samaria for fortyone yearsHe di d evi | i n the LORDOGs sig
of the sins that Jeroboam, son of Nebat, had caused Israel to cétemettored the boundaries of Israel

from Lebohamath to the sea of the Arabah, as the LORD, the God of Israel, had foretold through his
servant, the prophet Jonah, son of Amittai, from &egpher.For the LORD saw the very bitter affliction

of Israel, where thre was neither bond nor fre® one at all to help Isra&ince the LORD had not

resolved to wipe out the name of Israel from under the heavens, he saved them through Jeroboam, son of
Joash.

The rest of the acts of Jeroboam, with all that he did addtor, how he fought, and how he regained
Damascus and Hamath for Israel, are recorded in the book of tireates of the kings of Israel.
Jeroboam rested with his ancestors, the kings of Israel, and his son Zechariah succeeded him as king.

* % %

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage four times.

U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
about the passage. Just listewhat the passage is saying to you, right now.

U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. Nolgboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pausefor2 mi nut es Wiefeldaestheicontgnt a this rdading touch my
l'ife today?o0
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise wigbu. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | believe that..God want
today/this week. 0
Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

Page24 of 43



Archdiocese of St. Louis
Office of Sacred Worship
Lectio Divina Bible

The Secand Book of Kings

Reign of Azariah of Judah.

In the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam, king of Israel, Azariah, son of Amaziah, king of Judah, became
king. He was sixteen years old when he became king, and he reignevbfiyears in Jerusalem. His

mo t h e r d&vas Jectlolak, from Jerusalede didwhatwas i ght i n the LORDOG6s s
father Amaziah had donthough the high places did not disappear, and the people continued to sacrifice
and to lurn incense on the high plac@fie LORD afflicted the king, and he was a leper until the day he
dieddH I ived in a house apart, while Jortlddéthen, t he
people of the landl'he rest of the acts of Azariah, and all that he did, are recorded in the book of the

chronicles of the kings of Judahzariah rested withik ancestors, and was buried with them in the City
of David, and his son Jotham succeeded him as king.

2 Kings, chapter 15

Reign of Zechariah of Israel.

In the thirtyeighth year of Azariah, king of Judah, Zechariah, son of Jeroboam, became king over Israel
in Samaria fosix monthsHe di d what was evi l i n the LORDG6s s
not desist from the sins that Jeroboam, son of félba caused Israel to comn@hallum, son of Jabesh,
plotted against him and struck him down at Ibleam. He khiedand reigned in his place.

As for the rest of the acts of Zechariah, these are recorded in the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Israel. This was the word the LORD had spoken to Jehu: Sons of your line to the fourth generation shall
sit upon thehrone of Israel; and so it was.

Reign of Shallum of Israel.

Shallum, son of Jabesh, became king in the tmintyh year of Uzziah, king of Judahe neigned one
month in SamariaMenahem, son of Gadi, came up from Tirzah to Samaria, and struck dolikm&ha
son of Jabesh, in Samaria. He ldlleim and reigned in his placés for the rest of the acts of Shallum,
with the conspiracy he carried out, these are recorded in the book ofahecldw of the kings of Israel.
At that time, Menahem attacked Taah, all its inhabitants, and its whole district as far as Tirzah,
because they did not let him in. He attacked them; he even ripped open all their pregnant women.

Reign of Menahem of Israel.

In the thirtyninth year of Azariah, king of Judah, Menaheamr of Gadi, became king overael for ten
yearsin Samaridkde di d what was evi l in the LORDOG6s sight
sins that Jeroboam, son of Neldead caused Israel to comniul, king of Assyria, came against the

land.But Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents of silver to have highedfding onto his kingdom.
Menahem paid out silver on behalf of Israel, that is, for all the people of substance, by giving the king of
Assyria fifty shekels of silver for each one. $e king of Assyria went hoenand did not stay in the land.

The rest of the acts of Menahem, with all that he did, are recorded in the book obthielesrof the

kings of IsraelMenahem rested with his ancestors, and his son Pekahiah succeeded hgn as ki

Reign of Pekahiah of Israel.

In the fiftieth year of Azariah, king of Judah, Pekahiah, son of Menahem, became kingragkeml
Samariafortwoyeardle di d what was evi l i n the LORDG6s sig
Jeroboam, son of Netydad caused Israel to comntiis adjutant Pekah, son of Remaliah, conspired

against him, and struck him down at Samaria within the palace stronghold; he had with him fifty men
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from Gilead. He killel him and reigned in his placks for the rest of theds of Pekahiah, with all that
he did, these are recorded in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

Reign of Pekah of Israel.

In the fifty-second year of Azariah, king of Judah, Pekah, son of Remaliah, became king @/én Isra
Samaria forwenty yearsHe di d what was evi |l in the LORDOs si
Jeroboam, son of Netydad caused Israel to comniit.the days of Pekah, king of Israel, Tiglgiheser,

king of Assyria, came and took ljon, Abeéthmaacah, JanbaKedesh, Hazor, Gilead, and Galdeall

the land of Naphtadi deporting the inhabitants to Assyrtdoshea, son of Elah, carried out a conspiracy
against Pekah, son of Remaliah; he struck and killed him, and succeeded him as king in the y@antieth

of Jotham, son of UzzialAs for the rest of the acts of Pekah, with all that he did, these are recorded in

the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

Reign of Jotham of Judah.

In the second year of Pekah, son of Remaliah, king of Israel, Jotbarof ¥zzah, king of Judah,

became kingHe was twentyfive years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in
Jerusal em. H iwas Jengsthahdauglies of Zadbkee di d what was ri ght
sight, just as his father Uzziahchdone though the high places did not disappear, and the people
continued to sacrifice and to burn incense on the high places. It was he who RuptreGate of the

L ORDOG s Theressoéthe acts of Jotham, with what he did, are recorded indkebtihe

chronicles of the kings of Judaliwas at that time that the LORD began to unleash Rezin, king of Aram,
and Pekah, son of Remaliah, against Judetiham rested with his ancestors; he was buried with his
ancestors in the City of David his fathand his son Ahaz succeeded him as king.

* * %

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage four times.

U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with the eatypesofqudstoss hear
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now.

U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin toiremgatirself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pause for2 mi nut e s Whefeldaestheicongnt af this réading touch my
|l ife today?o
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | believe that God want
today/this week. 0
Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

2 Kings, chapter 16
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Reign of Ahaz of Judah.

In the seventeenth year of Pekah, son of Remaliah, Ahaz, son of Jotham, king of Judah, became king.
Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jéfasdiemot

do what wasight in the sight of the LORD his Gpds David his father had dort¢e walked in the way

of the kings of Israel; he even immolated his child by fire, in accordance with the abominable practices of

the nations whom the LORD had disgessed before the Ishides.Further, he sacrificed and burned
incense on the high places, on hills, and under every green tree.

Then Rezin, king of Aram, and Pekah, son of Remaliah, king of Israel, came up to Jerusalem to attack it.
Although they besieged Ahathey were unde to do battle(In those days Rezin, king of Aram,

recovered Elath for Aram, and drove the Judahites out of it. The Edomites then entered Elath, which they
have occupied until thpresent.)

Meanwhile, Ahaz sent messengers to Tigjaitaser, kingof Assyi a, wi th the pl ea: i
and your son. Come up and rescue me from the power of the king of Aram and the king of Israel, who are
at t ac k iAagtookthe siver and gold that were in the house of the LORD and in the treasuries of
thekings house and qtdmthe kihglofeAssyrialte kimg op Asgysadistened to him and
moved against Damascus, captured it, deported its inhabitants to Kpy@aRdzin to death.

King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tighgiteser, king of Asyria. When he saw the altar in
Damascus, King Ahaz sent to Uriah the priest a model of the altar andladdéésign of its
constructionUriah the priest built an altar according to the plans which King Ahaz sent him from
Damascus, and had it completadthe time King Ahazaturned from Damascus.

On his arrival from Damascus, the king inspected the altar; tigeakiproached the altar, went aipd

sacrificed his burnt offering and grain offering, pouring out his libation, and sprinkling the blod of h
communion offering on the altarThe bronze altar that stood before the LORD he brought from the front

of the templé that is, from the space between the new altar and the house of thedL@RIet it on

the north side of his altaKing Ahaz commandedr i ah t he priest, fAUpon t he
morning burnt offering and the evening grain of
the burnt offering and grain offering of the people of the land. Their libations you must emnmit!

along with all the blood of burnt offerings and sacrifices. But the old bronze altar shall be mine for

c o n s ul Wriahthe priest didyst as KingAhaz had commandelling Ahaz detached the panels

from the stands and removed the basins fremthe also took down the bronze sea from the bronze

oxen that supported it, and set it on a stone pavemmeseference to the king of Assyria he removed the
sabbath canopy that had been s e woutsidpentrancetindie hous
temple.The rest of the acts of Ahaz, with what he did, are recorded in the book ofdhélds of the

kings of JudahAhaz rested with his ancestors; he was buried with his ancestors in the City of David, and
his son Hezekiah succeeded him as king.

* * %

Lectio Divina
Read the following passage four times.
U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
about the passagaust listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now.
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U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch youdeeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pausefor2 mi nut e s Wiefeldaestheicontgnt af this r@ading touch my
l'ife today?o0
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflectianise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | beli evetsmeta.t...God wa
today/ this week. 0
Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

V. The End of Israel

2 Kings, chapter 17
Reign of Hoshea of Israel.
In the twelfth year of Ahaz, king of Judah, Hoshea, son of Elah, became king in Samaria over Israel for
nineyearsHe di d what was evi |l i n t hethelkiGgR @f Grael keforg ht ,
him. Shalmaneser, king @&ssyria, advanced against him, and Hoshea becanabsal and paid him
tribute.But the king of Assyria found Hoshea guilty of conspiracy for sending messengers to the king of
Egypt at Sais, and for failure to pay the annual tribute to the king ofiAsSyr the king of Assia
arrested and imprisoned hiffhen the king of Assyria occupied the whole land and attacked Samaria,
which he besieged for three years.

Israelites Deported.

I n Hosheadbds ninth year, the ksraelgesto Assyfics ang getileal t 0 0
them in Halah, and at the Habor, a river of Gozad,ia the cities of the Mede§his came about

because the Israelites sinned against the LORD, their God, who had brought them up from the land of
Egypt, from under thednd of Pharaoh, king of igt. They venerated other godsey followed the rites

of the nations whom the LORD had dispossessed before the Israelites and those that the kings of Israel
hadpracticed They adopted unlawful practices toward the LORD, theid G hey built high places in all

their cities, fromguard post to garrisoned towFhey set up pillars and asherahs for themselves on every
high hll and under every green treehey burned incense there, on all the high places, like the nations
whom theLORD had sent into exile at their coming. They did #vithgs that provoked the LORE&nd

served idols, although the LORD had told them: You mustiadhis.The LORD warned Israel and

Judah by every prophet and seer: Give up your evil ways and keepgnmyanidments and statutes, in
accordance with the entire law which | enjoined on your ancestors and which bsdnt my servants

the prophetsBut they did not listen. They grew as stiécked as their ancestors, who had nbebed in

the LORD, theilGod.

They rejected his statutes, the covenant he had made with their ancestors, and the warnings he had given
them. They followed emptiness and became empty; they followed the surrounding nations whom the
LORD hadcommanded them not to imitafehey abandned all the commandments of the LORD, their
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God: they made for themselves two molten calves; they made an asherah; they bowed down to all the hos
of heaven; theyesved BaalThey immolated their sons and daughters by fire. They practiced augury and
divinati on. They surrendered themselves to doing \
The LORD became enraged, and removed them from his presetgéh®©tnibe of Judah was letEven

the people of Judah did not keep the commandments ofQR®I_their God, but followethe rites

practiced by IsraelSo the LORD rejected the entire people of Israel: he afflicted them and delivered them
over to plunderers, finally casting them from his preseviteen he tore Israel away from the house of

David, they made Jeroboam, son of Nebat, king; but Jeroboam lured the Israelites away from the LORD,
causing them to commit a great Slile Israelites imitated Jeroboam in all the sins he committed; they

would not depart from thenkinally, the LORD removed lael from his presence, just as he had declared

through all his servants, the prophets. Thus Israel went into exile from their native soil to Assyria until
this very day.

Foreigners Deported to Israel.

The king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, I@it, Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim, and settled

them in the cities of Samaria in place of the Israelites. They took possession obSardaiwelt in its
cities.When they first settled there, they did not venerate the LORD, so he sent lionsthamrba
killed some ofthemA r eport reached the king of Assyria: ¥
cities of Samaria do not know the proper worship of the god of the land, so he has sent lions among them
that are killing them, since theydonotkntwe | aw of t h eThegkioglof Assyriatgdveethel a n ©
order, ASend back some of the priests you depor
wor ship of t heoanedathepfiests whe hat lzeendleported from Samaninee and

settled in Bethel, and began to teach them how to venerate the T®R®each of these nations

continued to make its own gods, setting them up in the shrines of the high places the Samarians had mads
each nation inthe cities in which they dvite The Babylonians made SukkBenot; the people of Cuth

made Nergalthose from Hamath made Ashimhpse from Avva made Nibhaz and Tartak; and those

from Sepharvaim immolated their children by fire to their gitgs, King Hadad and King AnAt the

sane time, they were venerating the LORD, appointing from their own number priests for the high places
to officiate for them irthe shrines on the high placa@ey were both venerating the LORD and serving

their own gods. They followed the custom of thearaifrom among whom they had been depoiTed.

this very day they continue to act according to their former customs, not venerating the LORD nor
observing the statutes and regulations, the law and commandment, that the LORD enjoined on the
descendants obdob, whom he had named Israel.

When the LORD made a covenant with them, he commanded them: You must not venerate other gods,
nor bow down to them, nor serve themor offer sacrifice to theniput only to the LORD, who brought

you up from the land of Egypvith great power and outstretched arm. Him shall you venerate, to him

shall you bow down, and torhishall you offer sacrificexou must be careful always to observe the

statutes and ordinances, the law and commandment, which he wrote for yostoot venerate other
gods.The covenant | made with you, you must not forget; you must not vegnategodsYou must

venerate only the LORD, your God; it is he who will deliver you ftbmpower of all your enemieBut

they did not listen; they contindeo act acording to their former customBut these nations were both
venerating the LORD and serving their own idol s
like their ancestors, to this very day.
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Read the followingpassage four times.

U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.

Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is aymng right now.

* %k %

U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group sgttyou can share that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pausefor2 mi nut e s Wiefeldaestheicontgnt af this r@ading touch my
|l ife today?o
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resgunat heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | believe that God want
today/ this week. 0
Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

VI.  The End of Judah

2 Kings, chapter 18
Reign of Hezekiah.
In the third year of Hosheaon of Elah, king of Israel, Hezekiah, son of Ahaz, king of Judah, became
king. He was twentyfive years old when he became king, and he reigned twenéyyears in Jerusalem.
Hi s motherdéds name was Hediwhat wharighg in theeO R & s Zseicghhatr,i aj
David his father had don#.was he who removed the high places, shattered the pillars, cut down the
asherah, and smashed the bronze serpent Moses had made, because up to that time the Israelites were
burning incense to it. (It wasalled Nehushtanhle put his trust in the LORD, the God of Israel; and
neither before nor after him was there anyone like &among all the kings of Judahezekiah held fast to
the LORD and never turned away from following him, but observed the commatsdiihe LORD had
given MosesThe LORD was with him, and he succeeded in all he set out to do. He rebelled against the
king of Assyria and did not serve hithwas he who struck the Philistines as far as Gaza, and all its
territory from guard post to gasoned townIn the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh
year of Hoshea, son of Elah, king of Israel, Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, di&akaria and laid siege
to it, and after three years they captured it. In the sixth year of Hezéhkeahinth year of Hoshea, Igrof
Israel, Samaria was takerhe king of Assyria then deported the Israelites to Assyria and led them off to
Halah, and the Habor, a river of Gozan, and the cities of the Medes. This happened because they did not
obey the IORD, their God, but violated his covenant; they did not obey nor do all that Moses, the servant
of the LORD, commanded.

Sennacherib and Hezekiah.

In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib, king of Assyria, attacked all the fortified cities of
Judah and captured thekhe z e k i a h, king of Judah, sent this me
have done wrong. Leave me, and whatever you i mp
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three hundred talents of silver and thirty talesftgold from Hezekiah, king of JudaHezekiah gave him

all the funds there were in the houseAtthtsamhe LO
time, Hezekiah removed the nave doors and the uprights of the house of the LORD, whicf tiie kin

Judah had ordered to be overlaid with gold, and gave them to the king of ASkgriing of Assyria

sent the general, the lord chamberlain, and the commander from Lachish with a great army to King

Hezekiah at Jerusalem. They went up and came tealem, to the conduit of the upper pool on the
hi ghway of d, Wwherethaytobke¢heidsstmndf i e |

They called for the king, but Eliakim, son of Hilkiah, the master of the palace, came out, along with
Shebnah the scribe and the chancellor JoahpE8saphT he commander sai d to ¢t
0Thus says the great king, the kingDoyouthirksyr i a:
mere words substitute for strategy and might in war? In whom, then, do you placeigguhétyou

rebel against meRo you trust in Egypt, that broken reed of a staff, which pierces the hand of anyone who
leans on it? That is what Pharaoh, king of Egigoto all who trust in himOr do you people say to me,

Alt i s in the L ORDnhoohawhose bighplaces andraltas Hezekiah has removed,
commanding Judah and oXer uddlse m,| fifdMiow, ;nhmapk elues a wa g
my lord, the king of Assyria: | will give you two thousand horses if gmaiable to put ride on them.

How then can you turn back even a captain, one of the least servants of my lord, trusting, as you do, in
Egypt for chariots and horseBrd | come up to destroy this place without the LORD? The LORD

himself said to meGo up and destroy thatlad Thien Eliakim, son of Hilkiah, and Shebnah and Joah

said to the commander: fAPlease speak to your se
in the language of Judah within earshottoet pe o p | e wh o Buhitheeconomander fégd: wa | |
Aiwas it to your |l ord and to you that my |l ord se

sitting on the wall, who, with you, will have to eat their own excrement and drink theieu? o

Then the commander stepped forward and criedouta | oud voice in the | ang
the words of the gat king, the king of Assyridhus says the king: Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for

he cannot rescue you from my hamthd do not let Hezekiah induce you to trust in the LORD, gayin

6The LORD will surely rescue us, and tDDomt city
listen to Hezekiah, for thus says the king of Assyria: Make peace with me, and surrender to me! Eat, each
of you, from your vine, each from your owig tfree. Drinkwater, each from your own welntil | arrive

and take you to a land like your own, a land of grain and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of
rich olives and honey. Live, and do not die! And do not listen to Hezekiah when heimatgdd/ou by

say ng, O6The LORD wil/ rescue us. 0

Has any of the gods of the nations ever rescued his land feopother of the king of Assyria®here are

the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivvah? Did they indeed
recue Samaria from my poweY¥hich of the gods for all these lands ever rescued his land from my
power? Willthe LORD theners cue Jer us al e Butthe peaple rergainpdsilerd an@ did
not answer at mrhdnd fwas ,t hieD dnirheqtdesesastenol the palhce,

Eliakim, son of Hilkiah, Shebnah the scribe, and the chancellor Joah, son of Asaph, came to Hezekiah
with their garments torn, and reported to him the words of the commander.

* k%
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Read the following paage four times.
U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.

Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saymng tiglgt now.

U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, gan share that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pausefor2 mi nut e s Wiefeldaestheicontgnt af this r@ading touch my
l'ife today?o0
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resounu fregrt.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | believe that God want
today/this week. 0
Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

2 Kings, chapter 19
Hezekiah and Isaiah.
When King Hezekiah heard this, he tore his gantsiecovered himself with sackcloth, andnwinto the
house of the LORDHe sent Eliakim, the master of the palace, Shebnah the scribe, and the elders of the
priests, covered with sackcloth, to tell the prophet Isaiah, son of AmbA us s ay Addaaz ek i a
distress and rebuka,day of disgrace is this da@hildren are due to come fortwit the stragth to give
birth is lacking.Perhaps the LORD, your God, will hear all the words of the commander, whom his lord,
the king of Assyria, sent to tauniethiving God, and will rebuke him for the words which the LORD,
your God, has heard. So liftupaprajeo r t h e r e mn\When thetsénarits of King Heeekiah. 0
had comed Isaiahh e sai d to them, ATell t hi s0tbedrightecoadby | or
the words you have heard, by which the deputies of the king of Assyria have blasphemauoh metting
in him such a spirit that when he hears a report he will return to his land. | will makellhoy the
swor d i nWhHentse cdmmander, on his return, heard that the king of Assyria had withdrawn
from Lachish, he found him besieging Libnah.

Sennacherib, Hezekiah, and Isaiah.

The king of Assyria heard a report: A Ti roh aAkgaah ,n
he sent messengers to Hezekiahto8aj:hus shall you say to Hezekiah
God in whom you trust decei ve vydouovbeyr staoy itnhge, K& Jr
You, certainly, have heard what the kéngf Assyria have done to all the lands: they put them under the

ban! And are you to be rescuedi?l the gods of the nations whom my fathers destroyed delivethem
Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, or the Edenites in Telassar?

Where are the king of Hamath, the kirfgpopad, or the kings of the ctis Sep har vai m, Hen

Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it; then he went up to the house of the

LORD, and spreading it out beforethe LORDe z e ki ah prayed i nLORD, &odlbfORD 0

Israel, enthroned on the cherubim! You alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. It is you who
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made the heavens and the ealrbline your ear, LORD, and listen! Open your eyes, LORD, and see!

Hear the words Sennacheribstsent to tant the living GodTruly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have

laid wagde the nations and their landhey gave their gods to the férehey were not gods at all, but the

work of human hands woodand stone, they destroyed theFherefore, LORD, our God, saus from

this mandés power, that all the kingdomsThenf t he
| sai ah, son of Amoz, sent this message to Hezek
you have prayed concerning Sennacheritg kif Assyria: | have listenedrhis is the word the LORD has
spoken concerning hinshe despises you, laughs you to scthra,virgindaughter ZionBehind you she

wags her headlaughter Jerusalehom have you insulted and blasphersdyhom have you raised
your voiceAnd lifted up your eyes on high# the Holy One of Israel!

Through the mouths of your messenggs insulted the Lord when you sa@wWi t h my many ct
went upto the tops of the peak® the recesses of Lebandm cut down its loftycedarsits choice
cypressesl reached tdhe farthest sheltethe forest range$.myself dug wellsand drank foreign waters,
Dryingup alltheriversof Egyii e neat h t he &blhes g buMmpegtirelgod 6 d ?
prepared itfrom daysof old | planned itNow | have brought it abou¥.ou are here to redudertified

cities to heaps of ruingheir people powerlesdjsmayed and distraughthey are plants of the field,

green growththatch on theooftops,Grain scorched by the eastnal | know when you stand or sit,

when you come or gand how you rage against nieecause you rage against raed your smugness has
reached my earswill put my hook in your nosand my bit in your mouthAnd makeyou leave by the

way you cameil T h hall be & sign for yourhis year you shall eat the aftergrowtlext year, what

grows of itself;But in the third year, sow and reggantvineyards and eat their fruitlhe remaining
survivors of the house of Judahall again strike root beloand beafruit above. For out of Jerusalem

shall come a remnardand from Mount Zion, survivorg.he zeal of the LORD of hsts shall do this.

ATherefore, thus says the LORD ab o udrshoohteerelan n g :
arrow,nor confont it with a shieldNor cast up a siegavork against it.By the way he came he shall
leave,never coming as far as this citracle of the LORD.l will shield and save this citfpr my own
sake and the sake of David my servant. o

That night the angelfahe LORD went forth and struck down one hundred and eifiygythousand men
in the Assyrian camp. Early the next morning, there they were, dead, all those c8gpSesinacherib,
the king of Assyria, broke camp, departed, retdrhome, and stayed iringveh.

When he was worshiping in the temple of his god Nisroch, his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer struck
him down with the sword and fled into the land of Ararat. His son Esarhaddon reigned in his place.

* k%

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage fdimes.

U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying tohtawgwig

U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
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Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, yowsbare that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pause for2 mi nut e s Wihefeldaestheicongnt af this réading touch my
l'ife today?o0
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your hea
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | believe that God want
today/this week. 0
Notice any payerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

2 Kings, chapter 20
End of Hezekiaho6s Reign.
In those days, when Hezekiah was mortally ill, ph@phet Isaiah, son of Amoz, came and said to him:
AThus says the LORD: Put yaduwr dhoeus ey oiun s$thtadhellr ,n oft
his face totie wall and prayed to the LORB:A h LORD, remember how Ifaith
conducted myself in your presence, doing what w

Before Isaiah had left the central courtyar@, Word of the LORD came to hirto back and tell
Hezekiah, the | eader of nmyGodookDaypdyeur fatheflhaveleard ay s t
your prayer] have seen your teafdow | am healing youOn the third day you shall go @p the house

of the LORD. I will add to your life fifteen yeard.will rescue you and this citifom the hand of the king

of Assyria;l will be a shieldtothiscitt or my own sake and the sake of

Then |l saiah said, ABrinhg ahpobbt | cHezebdhbhskeslgs eand
| sai ah, AWhat i s the si ghatlshdilgotuptb thehousé@he DORD on | h e
the thisaiadhoy?e@®plied, AThis wild.l be the sign fo
word he has spoken: Shall the shadow go forward
Al't i s easy fortehesstsbpdow He zhaeldriv,a hiceatn siwe r$eod . b af

Isaiah the prophet invoked the LORD. He made the shadow go back the ten steps it had descended on th
staircase to the terrace of Ahaz.

At that time, Berodachaladan, son of Baladarnink of Babylon, sent letters and gifts to Hezekiah when
he heard that he had beenlezekiah listened to the envoys and then showed off his whole treasury: his
silver, gold, spices and perfumed oil, his armory, and everything in his storerooms; therahwag in

his house or in all his realrhat Hezekiah did not show them.

Then | saiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah a
did they come from?0 He zadistanalénd, frenpBhlye rille askBdl hey c a
AwWhat did they see in your house?0 Hezekiah ans
nothinginmystoreroms t hat | did not show them. oo
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Then |l saiah said to Hez ®&Krhedimme is cinting awhen dll thetin yoorr d o f
house, everything that your ancestors have stored up until this day, shall be carried off to Babylon;
nothing shall be left, says the LORBome of your own descendants, your offspring, your progeny, shall

be taken and made attendantsinghe c e of t he kHenzge koifa hB arbeyp loine d t o

of the LORD which you have spoken is good. o For
I i fetime. o

The rest of the acts of Hezekiah, with all his valor, and how he constthet@dol and conduit and
brought water into the city, are recorded in the book of thenaties of the kings of JudaHezekiah
rested with his ancestors, and his son Manasseh succeeded him as king.

* % %

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage founss.

U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to yowwight n

U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you cae geatrword/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pausefor2 mi nut e s Wiefeldaestheicontgnt af this r@ading touch my
l'ife today?o0
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause for®minutes reflecting ofi | believe that God want
today/ this week. 0
Notice any praydul response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

2 Kings, chapter 21
Reign of Manasseh.
Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, andjheddifty-five years in Jerusalem. His
mot her 6s nameH&adi Hepwhai bads evi | in the LORDOGS
practices of the nations whom the LORD had dssgessed before the Israelitds. rebuilt the high places
which Hezekiathis father had destroyed. He set up altars to Baal and also made an asherah, as Ahab, king
of Israel, had done. He bowed down to the wholkt bbheaven and served thdse built altars in the
house of the LORD, of which the LORD had sarmdJérusalem Will set my nameAnd he built altars for
the whole host of heaven in the twaucts of the house of the LORD.

He immolated his child by fire. He practiced soothsaying and divination, and reintroduced the consulting
of ghosts and spirit¢de did muchevi n t he LORDOGs sight and provoke:
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The Asherah i dol he had made, he placed in the
and to his son Solomon: In this house and in Jerusalem, which | have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel,
| shall set my name forevdrmwill no longer make Israel step out of the land | gave their ancestors,

provided that they are careful to observe all | have commanded them and the entire law whiamyvoses

servant enjoined upon theBut they did not listetManasseh misled them into doing even greater evil
than the nations the LORD had destroyethatcoming of the Israelites.

Then the LORD spoke thugh his servants the prophdisBe c aus e Manasseh, Kking
practiced these abominations, and hasedgreater evil than all that was done by the Amorites before

him, and has led Judah into sin by his idtigrefore, thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: | am about

to bring such evil on Jerusalem and Judah that, when anghiéaheir ears shating: | will measure

Jerusalem with the same cord as | did Samaria, and with the plummet | used for the house of Ahab. I will
wipe Jerusalem clean as one wipessh,dviping it inside and out.will cast off the survivors of my

inheritance. | will delivethem into enemy hands, to become pmeylzooty for all their enemiefecause

they have done what is evil in my sight and provoked me from the day their ancestors camenforth f
Egypt unt i | Mandssek shedsa nyuchdnaogentdlood thidledfthe length and breadth of
Jerusalem, in addition to the sin he caused Judah to commit by doingahsat e v i | in the L
The rest of the acts of Manasseh, with all that he did and the sin he committed, are recorded in the book o
the chronides of the kings of JudaManasseh rested with his ancestors; he was buried in his palace
garden, the garden of Uzza, and his son Amon succeeded him as king.

Reign of Amon.

Amon was twentytwo years old when he became king, and he reigned two yedgaisalem. His

mot her 6s name waughtedéHatz) from dothdbdteh . di d what was evil
sight, & his father Manasseh had doHe.walked in all the ways of his father; he served the idols his

father had served, and bowed downhem.He abandoned the LORD, the God of his ancestors, and did

not walk in the way of the LORDDfficials of Amon plotted against him akdled the king in his palace,

but the people of the land then slew all who had plotted against King Amon, and phegfebe land

made h$ son Josiah king in his steddhe rest of the acts of Amon, which he did, are recorded in the book
of the clhmonicles of the kings of JudaHe was buried in his own grave in the garden of Uzza, and his son
Josiah succeeded him aad

* * %

Lectio Divina

Read the following passage four times.

U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
about the passagJust listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now.

U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touchyou deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pausefor2 mi nut e s Wiefeldaestheicontgnt af this r@ading touch my
|l ife today?o
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Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflens arise within you. Let the words resound in your heart.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | bel i ewantsmdta.t... Go
today/ this week. 0
Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

2 Kings, chapter 22
Reign of Josiah.
Josah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigneebiértyears in Jerusalem. His
mot her 6 s n a meughteacs Addiahdirond Bobkatl € adi d what was ri ght
sight, walking in the way of David his father, not turning righteft.

The Book of the Law.

In his eighteenth year, King Josiah sent the scribe Shaphan, son of Azaliah, son of Meshullam, to the
houseof the LORD with theseorder&iGo t o t he high priest Hil kiah e
that have beehrought to the house of the LORD, which the doorkeepave collected from the people.

Then have him turn them over to the master workers in the house of the LORD, and have them give them
to the ordinary workers who are in the househefltORD to repaiits breachedo the carpenters, the

builders, and the masons, and to purchase wood and hewnhtorezkoning shall be asked of them

regarding the funds provided to them, becauseey hol d positions of trust

The high priest Hilkiah informed the scrissh aphan, Al have found the booc
t he LORD. 0 Hil kiah gave (TlesthesoribekShaphan vight tophb lking and w h

reported, AYour servants have smeltededtowmno t he
the masterwdkrer s in the house of the LORD. O
The scribe Shaphan also informed the king, AHII

readit in the presence of the king/hen the king heard the words of the book of the laviptehis

garmentsThe king then issued this command to Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, son of Shaphan, Achbor, son
of Micaiah, Shaphan the scrien d As ai ah t MeGoki mcphs uddar vtaret :L ORD
people, and for all Judah, about the wartlthis book that has been found, for the rage of the LORD has
been set furiously ablaze against us, because our ancestors did not obey the words of tios ook,

what i s wrSo Hilkighnhe priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah teddtidah the

prophet, wife of Shallum, son of Tikvah, son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe; she lived in Jerusalem, in
the Second QuameWhen they had spokentohsrhe sai d t o t hem, AThus s a\y
Israel: Sayto the man who sent ydaa me,

Thus says the LORD: | am about to bring evil upon this place and upon its inh@o#éritee words of

the book wirch the king of Judah has red&®kcause they have abandoned me and have burned incense to

other gods, provoking me by all the workdleir hands, my rage is ablaze against this place and it

cannot be extinguishedi But t o t he king of Judah who sent yo

Thus says the LORD, the God of Israet #r the words you have heab#cause you were hesick and

have humbled yourself before the LORD when you heard what | have spoken concerning this place and
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its inhabitants, that they would become a desolation and a curse; and because you tore your garments an
wept before me, | in turhave hard, orate of the LORD. will therefore gather you to your ancestors;

you shall go to your grave in peace, and your eyes shall not see all the evil | am about to bring upon this
place. 0 This they reported to the king.

* % %
Lectio Divina
Read the following pasga four times.
U The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.
Listen to the passage with the ear of the hear
about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying figlyonow.

U The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention.
Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, allowing it to
touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting,gan share that word/phrase or simply pass.

U The third reading, pausefor2 mi nut e s Wiefeldaestheicontgnt af this r@ading touch my
l'ife today?o0
Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound hegd.
What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share your
reflection or simply pass.

U The fourth reading, pause forminutes reflecting ofi | believe that God want
today/ this week. 0
Noticeany prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or praise.
In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass.

2 Kings, chapter 23
The king then had all the elders of Judah angkofisalensummoned Here him.The king went up to the
house of the LORD with all the people of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem: priests, prophets,
and all the people, great and small. He read aloud to them all the words of the book of the covenant that
had beendund in the house of the LORDhe king stood by the column and made a covenant in the
presence of the LORD to follow the LORD and to observe his commandments, statutes, and decrees with
his whole heart and soul, and teagtablish the words of the covenamitten in this book. And all the
people stood by the covenant.

Josiahdés Religious Refor m.

Then the king commanded the high priest Hilkiah, his assistant priests, and the doorkeepers to remove
from the temple of the LORD all the objects that had beadenfor Baal, Asherah, and the whole host of
heaven. These he burned outside Jerusalem on the slopes of the Kidron; their ashes were carried to Beth
He also put an end to the idolatrous priests whom the kings of Judah had appointed to burn incense on th
high places in the cities of Judah and in the vicinity of Jerusalem, as well as those who burned incense to
Baal, to the sun, moon, and signs of the zodiac, and to the whole host of lkeawethe house of the

LORD he also removed the Asherah to thediNkadron, outside Jerusalem; he burned it and beat it to

dust, in the Wadi Kidron, and scattered its dust over the graveyard of the people of thie lard.down

the apartments of the cult prostitutes in the house of the LORD, where the women woxatgéonthe
Asherah.
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He brought in all the priests from the cities of Judah, and then defiled, from Geba-shBleaythe high

places where they had offered incense. He also tore down the high places of the gates, which were at the
entrance of the Gat# Joshua, governor ofétcity, north of the city gat€The priests of the high places

could not function at the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem; but they, along with theves)atie the

unleavened breadThe king also defiled Topheth in the VallefyBenhinnom, so that there would no

longer be any immolation of sons or daughters byititgonor of MolechHe did away with the horses

which the kings of Judah had dedicated to the sun; these were at the entrance of the house of the LORD,
near the camber of Nathamelech the official, which was in the large building. The charibteesun

he destroyed by firdde also demolished the altars made by the kings of Judah on the roof (the roof
terrace of Ahaz), and the altars made by Manassehinthetwar t s of t he LORDG6s h
them and threwhe dust into the Wadi Kidron.

The king defiled the high places east of Jerusalem, south of the Mount of the Destroyer, which Solomon,
king of Israel, had built in honor of Astarte, the Sidoniarrdmiof Chemosh, the Moabite horror, and of
Milcom, t he Ammo ni tHe broke ta piecesithe @llars, oundown the asherahs, and filled

the places where they had been with human bdiikeswise the altar which was at Bethel, the high place
built by Jeroboam, son of Nebat, who caused Israel & #iis same altar and high place he tore down

and burned, grinding the high place to powder and burning the asherah.

When Josiah turned and saw the graves there on the mountainside, he ordered thedmofiemtéhke

graves and burned on the altar, and thus defile
of God as Jeroboam stood by the altar on the feast day. When the king looked up and saw the grave of the
man of God who had proclaimed theseds,h e asked, AWhat is that mar k.
city replied, AThe grave of the man of God who
hawe done to théalLeaetthrmi beBeéethel sai d, fylekhis no one

bones undisturbed together with the bones of thphmtowho had come from Samarasiah also

removed all the temples on the high places in the cities of Samaria which the kings of Israel had built,
provoking the LORD; he did the very samdahem as he had done in Betheé slaughtered upon the

altars all the priests of the high places that were there, and burned human bones upbimetinée.
returned to Jerusalethhkh e ki ng i ssued a command to all Dt he p
your God, as it is written in this book of the

No Passover such as this had been observed during the period when the judges ruled Israel, or during the
entire period of the kings of Israel and the kings of Judatil, the eighteenth year #&fing Josiah, when

this Passover dhe LORD was kept in JerusaleRurther, Josiah purged the consultation of ghosts and
spirits, with the household gods, idols, and all the other horrors to be seen in the land of Judah and in
Jerusalem, so that he migdtarry out the words of the law that were written in the book that Hilkiah the

priest had found in the house of the LOR32fore him there had been no king who turned to the LORD

as he did, with his whole heart, his whole being, and his whole strengttordavith the entire law of

Moses; nor did any king like him arise after him.

Yet the LORD did not turn from his fiercely burning anger against Judah, because of all thafoagoc
that Marasseh had giveithe LORD said: Even Judah will | put out of ight as | did Israel. | will
reject this city, Jerusalem, which | chose, and the house of which | said: There shall my name be.
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