
 

 

 

 

    May 2019 

Stewardship: Saint Ignatius 

Hello Friend, 

I recently attended my annual retreat at the White House Jesuit Retreat Center. The 

spiritual direction is based on the "Spiritual Exercises" developed by St. Ignatius of 

Loyola, who, along with a group of friends, founded the Society of Jesus (Jesuits). 

Here's a very brief recap of St. Ignatius' life and conversion. St. Ignatius was born in 1491, 
one of 13 children in a family of minor nobility in northern Spain. As a young man, Ignatius 

was inflamed by the ideals of courtly love and knighthood. He dreamed of doing great deeds. 

But, in 1521, Ignatius was gravely wounded in a battle with the French. While recuperating, 
Ignatius experienced a conversion while reading about the lives of Jesus and various saints. 

From this, Ignatius was able to discern God's 
direction for him and aroused his desire to serve 

God. 

The First Principle and Foundation of the Spiritual 

Exercises is very much an exercise in stewardship. It 
is based on detaching ourselves from things. 

Specifically, the First Principle reads..."Human beings 
are created to praise, reverence, and serve God our 

Lord, and by means of doing this save their souls. 

The other things on the face of the earth are created 
for human beings, to help them in the pursuit of the 

end for which they are created. From this it follows 
that we ought to use these things to the extent that 

they help us toward our end, and free ourselves 

from them to the extent that they hinder us from it. 
To attain this it is necessary to make ourselves 

indifferent to all created things, in regard to 
everything which is left to our free will and is not 

forbidden. Consequently, on our own part we ought 

not to seek health rather than sickness, wealth 
rather than poverty, honor rather than dishonor, a long life rather than a short one, and so 

on in all other matters. Rather, we ought to desire and choose only that which is more 
conducive to the end for which we are created." 

Reading about the lives of the saints is a great example of how to live our lives. How to 
strengthen our relationship with God. It shows how we are all one Body of Christ. It 

reinforces that our gifts are meant to be shared and used for the benefit of others and not 
our own self-interest. 

 

    



 

 

 

The opening prayer is called "My Salvation History". 

I asked God for strength, that I might achieve. 
I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey. 

I asked for health, that I might do greater things. 
I was given infirmity, that I might do better things. 

I asked for riches, that I might be happy. 
I was given poverty, that I might be wise. 

I asked for power, that I might have the praise of others. 
I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God. 

I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life. 
I was given life, that I might enjoy all things. 

I got nothing that I asked for, but everything I hoped for. 
Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered. 

I am most richly blessed. 

2019 Stewardship: Grateful and Generous 

 This year's Stewardship theme is Grateful and Generous. 

 There are two major changes to the marketing material this year – the brochure and 

prayer card have been replaced with a one-page reflection (5.5" x 8.5") and the one- 

page reflection is FREE! Parishes interested in receiving the free one-page reflection 
will still need to place an order. They are also available in Spanish. 

 The 2019 stewardship parish mailing will go out the week of June 3 to all pastors 

and parish stewardship chairs. 
 Orders for the stewardship one-page reflection and covenant cards are due by July 

19. 

 Click here to see a picture of the 2019 English one-page stewardship reflection. 

 The 2019 Spanish one-page stewardship reflection is still in development, but will 

have the same format as the English version. 
 Click here to see the Parish Stewardship Committee Form. Please send me any 

updates you have to your stewardship 

committee. 

 Stewardship Awareness Sunday is 

September 22. 

2019 Stewardship Education 

 Parish Stewardship Best Practices 

Presentation  

o Parish leaders from Assumption 
(O'Fallon) will review the start-up 

and results of their new "Home Visit" 
ministry. 

o Parish leaders from St. Richard will 

review their Parish 
Council/Stewardship reorganization 

and parish ministry support. 
o Each parish will present for 40 

minutes, including question and 

answer periods. 
o June 12 @ Assumption (O'Fallon) 

from 7:00 – 8:30 pm 

https://16959.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.archstl.org%2fPortals%2f0%2fDocuments%2fStewardship%2fEducation%2520and%2520Marketing%2520Material%2f2019StewardshipOnePageReflection-English.pdf%3fver%3d2019-05-13-090822-950&srcid=4177&srctid=1&erid=532299&trid=
https://16959.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.archstl.org%2fPortals%2f0%2fDocuments%2fStewardship%2fStewardshipCommitteeUpdateForm.pdf%3fver%3d2018-08-03-145932-767&srcid=4177&srctid=1&erid=532299&trid=


 

 

 

o June 13 @ Cardinal Rigali Center from 7:00 – 8:30 pm 

o Please contact Dave Baranowski to reserve your spot. 
 Parish Stewardship Training  

o July 15 @ St. Rose Philippine Duchesne (7:00 – 8:15 pm) 

o July 16 @ St. Cletus (7:00 – 8:15 pm) 

o July 17 @ Cardinal Rigali Center (7:00 – 8:15 pm) 
o July 18 @ St. Francis Borgia (7:00 – 8:15 pm) 

o Contact Dave Baranowski to reserve your spot. 
 Lay Witness Speaker Training  

o August 19 @ All Saints, St. Peters (7:00 – 8:15 pm) 

o August 20 @ St. Ferdinand (7:00 – 8:15 pm) 
o August 21 @ Cardinal Rigali Center (7:00 – 8:15 pm) 

o Contact Dave Baranowski to reserve your spot. 

"Everyday Stewardship" – Tracy Welliver 

The following is another except from Tracy Welliver's 
recent presentation on "Everyday Stewardship" on 

the Six Characteristics to Cultivate Stewardship: 

1. Mindful – live in the present, without 

            baggage of the past or fear of the future. 
2. Prayerful – sometimes it's only about 

            "being" with God, not necessarily talking 
            and listening to God. 

3. Grateful – give thanks for the not so 
             obvious things. 

4. Gracious – the grace we receive from God 

            we should share with others, giving you a 
            piece of me. 

5. Committed – stay on course and persevere, 
            to run the race we must train for it. 

6. Accountable – to each other, help each 

            other be one Body of Christ. 
 

 Click here for a link to Liturgical Publications, Inc. website for free 

recordings of past monthly stewardship webinars. 

Announcements 

 As of June 1, Cathedral Corporation (Cunneen) will be reinstated as an 

approved supplier for increased Offertory Programs.  
 Stewardship of Vocations – Kenrick-Glennon Days is a summer camp for boys 

entering 6th – 9th grade and helps discern their call to the priesthood.  
o June 3 – 5 for 6th and 7th grade 

o June 8 – 10 for 8th and 9th grade 
o Sign up @ https://www.stlvocations.org/events/kgd/ 

o The Office of Marriage and Family Life is sponsoring a free workshop "Grow 
An Engaged Church" facilitated by Fr. Rich Bockskopf on Saturday, 

June 8 from :00 – Noon at the Cardinal Rigali Center. Please contact 

Alyssa Bergman to reserve your seat. 

 

mailto:davidbaranowski@archstl.org&subject=Best%20Practices%20Reservation&
mailto:davidbaranowski@archstl.org&subject=Parish%20Stewardship%20Training&
mailto:davidbaranowski@archstl.org&subject=Lay%20Witness%20Speaker%20Training&
https://16959.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.4lpi.com%2fwebinar-series%2f&srcid=4177&srctid=1&erid=532299&trid=
https://16959.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.stlvocations.org%2fevents%2fkgd%2f&srcid=4177&srctid=1&erid=532299&trid=
mailto:Alyssabergman@archstl.org&subject=Grow%20an%20Engaged%20Church&


 

 

 

 Do you know people who have a hard time budgeting their money, saving money or 

buried in debt? Consider facilitating a Dave Ramsey Financial Peace University 

at your parish. Contact Dave Baranowski or go to daveramsey.com  for more 
information. 

 Many are familiar with the "Little Black Books" during Lent. There is also a series of 

"Little Burgundy Books" with stewardship reflections on the four Gospels. Go to 
littlebooks.org to order (2019 is the Gospel of Luke). 

 Discern your Call – The Next Chapter is a six month program designed to help 

people who are approaching retirement or recently retired to discern what God is 

calling them to do in the next chapter of their life.  
o The program begins in October 2019. 

o Click here for more information and to register. 

Roman Catholic Foundation – Catholic Moral Screening of Investments 

All funds at the Roman Catholic Foundation are invested according to the Socially 

Responsible Investment Guidelines established by the US Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(USCCB). Your donors can feel confident adding to your organization's endowment fund at 
the Foundation, knowing their gifts will be invested in accordance with their faith. Learn 

more at  https://rcfstl.org/catholic-investing 

Stewardship in Action 

 Mary, Mother of the Church – the parish recently had a Mass and reception for 

the 36 recipient organizations from the parish tithing committee. It was a great 

opportunity for the parish to form a personal 
connection with the organizations that 

received financial support. 

 St. Simon – Weekender Program – St. 

Simon grade school students have formed a 
friendship with students from Hancock 

elementary school. Recently, students from 
St. Simon teamed up with their friends from 

Hancock for the second annual shoe and 

sock giving day at the Telegraph Shoe 
Carnival. Thirty Hancock students received 

new shoes and socks. Additionally, the St. 
Simon students collect and deliver food to 

Hancock throughout the school year as part of the Weekender Program. 

 Monthly Stewardship Webinars 

 The June webinar is "Mass Exodus: Why They Stop Coming and How to Get 

Them Back" by Lorene Duquin (Catholic author and speaker) on Tuesday, June 

11. Click here to register for the 1:00 pm session. 

 The July webinar is "The Spiritual Meaning of Money" by Fr. Andrew 

Kemberling (Pastor at St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Denver, CO) on Tuesday, July 
9. Click here to register for the 1:00 pm session. 

 PLEASE NOTE:  The Registration site for Stewardship seminars has changed. A 

password is now required when registering. The password is: Stewardship 

 

 

mailto:davidbaranowski@archstl.org&subject=Financial%20Peace%20University&
https://16959.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.daveramsey.com%2f&srcid=4177&srctid=1&erid=532299&trid=
https://16959.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2flittlebooks.org%2f&srcid=4177&srctid=1&erid=532299&trid=
https://16959.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.archstl.org%2fPortals%2f0%2fDocuments%2fStewardship%2fNewsletter%2520Inserts-Links%2fNEXTCHAPTERFlyer19-%2720.pdf%3fver%3d2019-04-09-145915-847&srcid=4177&srctid=1&erid=532299&trid=
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Stewardship Thoughts 

 No one has ever become poor by giving.  Anne Frank 

 The more you know God and trust in His eternal ways, the more you will be able to 

be patient with the other people around you.  Allen Hunt 

 Try to acquire the virtues you believe lacking in others. Then you will no longer see 

their defects, for you will no longer have them yourself.  St. Augustine 

 It turns out that bringing happiness to other people increases your chances of being 

happy, while seeking happiness for yourself decreases those chances.  Matthew 
Kelly 

 If you have become spiritually dry, you need not fear. Dry wood is perfect for being 

set on fire.  Archbishop Allen Vigneron (Detroit) 
 On attending daily Mass – You can't bring the Lord inside you every single day and 

remain the same. It's just impossible. It's not what we do, it's what we let the Lord 

do in us.  Fr. Jerry Gehringer 

 If we don't raise our children to be morally upright, then we miss the point of 

parenthood entirely. There are enough financially successful, popular and 
"happy" villains in the world already. What we lack is saints!  Leila Miller 

Thank You 

 Msgr. Francis Blood, pastor Holy Rosary, for the 4/1 stewardship meeting. 

 Msgr. Richard Hanneke, pastor Our Lady of Lourdes (University City), 

for the 4/3 stewardship meeting. 
 Fr. Joe Wormek, pastor St. Francis Borgia, for the invitation to the 4/4 parish 

leader meeting. 

 Mrs. Caroline McCabe, vice-principal Mary, Queen of Peace grade school, for 

the invitation to the 4/5 stewardship activity day. 
 Fr. Vince Nyman, pastor Our Lady of the Holy Cross, for the 4/10 team 

meeting. 

 Mary, Mother of the Church for the 4/23 stewardship meeting. 

Inspiration Gallery 

This month’s pictures are from the National Shrine 
of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal located in 

Perryville, MO. The shrine was built in 1929. 

Odds and Ends 

 Click here for The Pope's Worldwide 

Prayer Network. 
 Listen to Catholic Radio on AM 1080 or 

1460 and FM 96.7. 

 Click here to check out the St. Louis 

Review for all your Catholic news. 
 Stewardship is on Twitter! My address is 

@dbaranowskiSTL. 
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https://16959.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2ftwitter.com%2fdbaranowskiSTL&srcid=4177&srctid=1&erid=532299&trid=


 

 

 

Jokes  

 What do we learn from cows, buffaloes and elephants? It's impossible to reduce 

weight by eating green grass, salads and walking. 

 Every family has a weird relative. If you don't know who it is, it may be you. 

 What time does a retired person go to bed? Three hours after they fall asleep on the 

couch. 

 I ordered a chicken and an egg from Amazon. I'll let you know. 

The closing prayer is for Pope Francis’ prayer intention for May – that the Church in Africa, 

through the commitment of its members, may be the seed of unity among her peoples and a 
sign of hope for this continent.  

Merciful Father, today I offer you all my actions, 
my every word, my every thought so that, with the help of the Church, 

the peoples of Africa may build unity and open their hearts to hope. 
Amen. 

Peace, 

Dave 

  
  

 

  
David R. Baranowski, Director of Stewardship Education 

20 Archbishop May Drive, St. Louis, Missouri 63119 
davidbaranowski@archstl.org | p: 314.792.7215 | f: 314.792.7229  

archstl.org/stewardship | IRS Circular 230  

     

Privacy Policy Manage Email Preferences 

Not on our email list? Sign up now for stewardship updates! 
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