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The theme for this year’s World Mission Sunday is  

“We cannot but speak about what we have seen 

and heard.” Acts 4:20
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A LETTER FROM ARCHBISHOP ROZANSKI

Through the Pope’s own missionary society, you too 

can be sent out to all the ends of the earth.
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2 World Mission Sunday

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY: A CALL TO 
COMMUNION

Every year, something special happens on the next-
to-last Sunday of October. WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 
joins all Catholics of the world into one community 
of faith. At Mass that Sunday, we recommit ourselves 
to our common vocation, through Baptism, to be 
missionaries, through prayer, participation in the 
Eucharist, and by giving generously to the collection 
for the Society for the  Propagation of the Faith, one of 
the four Pontifical Mission Societies.

As we pray and respond on World Mission Sunday 
here at home, we share in those celebrations taking 
place in every parish and school throughout the world. 
Together, through our prayers and financial support, 
we bring the Lord’s mercy and concrete help to the 
most vulnerable communities in the Pope’s missions.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

World Mission Sunday – the annual, worldwide Eucharistic celebration for the Missions of the 
Church – will be on October 24 this year. This important day in the life of the Church universal 
fortifies our understanding of our shared call to mission, bestowed upon us at Baptism.

Pope Francis’ message for World Mission Sunday reflects on the theme: “We cannot but speak 
about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). The Holy Father shares his zeal, reminding 
us that, “as Christians, we cannot keep the Lord to ourselves,” as we “recall with gratitude 
all those men and women who by their testimony of life help us to renew our baptismal 
commitment to be generous and joyful apostles of the Gospel.” He invites us to speak of our 
faith!

World Mission Sunday provides us with that very opportunity. We can speak about our faith and respond to our missionary 
call – through prayer, participation in the Eucharist, and giving generously to the collection for the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith on that special day. Your gifts support and sustain priests, religious and lay pastoral leaders 
in more than 1,100 mission dioceses in Asia, Africa, the Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin America and Europe as they 
proclaim the Gospel, build the Church, serve the poor – and speak of our shared faith in all corners of the world.

“The global pandemic has brought to the fore and amplified the pain, the solitude, the poverty, and the injustices 
experienced by so many people,” reminds Pope Francis. This year, as the world recovers from the loss and the challenges 
that resulted, let us respond with reciprocal generosity to the fullest extent that we are able. 

If you were unable to support missionaries last year due to difficulties arising from the pandemic and assembly, I urge you to 
double your generosity for those most in need. As we rebuild our lives, help us to also reach out in solidarity and support for 
the Mission Church, and the work and witness of missionaries in the Pope’s missions.

In this spirit, I offer my sincere personal gratitude for your kind missionary heart, reaching out in love throughout Mission 
Month.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Mitchell T. Rozanski
Archbishop of St. Louis
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AN EXCERPT FROM POPE FRANCIS’ MESSAGE 
FOR WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

The first Christians began the life of faith amid hostility 
and hardship. Experiences of marginalization and 
imprisonment combined with internal and external
struggles that seemed to contradict and even negate 
what they had seen and heard. Yet, rather than a 
difficulty or an obstacle leading them to step back or 
close in on themselves, those experiences impelled 
them to turn problems, conflicts and difficulties into 
opportunities for mission. Limitations and obstacles 
became a privileged occasion for anointing everything 
and everyone with the Spirit of the Lord. Nothing 
and no one was to be excluded from the message of 
liberation. 

We have a vivid testimony to all this in the Acts of the 
Apostles, a book which missionary disciples always 
have within easy reach. There we read how the 
fragrance of the Gospel spread as it was preached, 
awakening the joy that the Spirit alone can bestow. The 
Book of Acts teaches us to endure hardship by clinging 
firmly to Christ, in order to grow in the “conviction that 
God is able to act in any circumstance, even amid 
apparent setbacks” and in the certainty that “all those 
who entrust themselves to God will bear good fruit” 
(Evangelii Gaudium, 279).

The same holds true for us: our own times are not easy. 
The pandemic has brought to the fore and amplified 
the pain, the solitude, the poverty and the injustices 
experienced by so many people. It has unmasked our 
false sense of security and revealed the brokenness 
and polarization quietly growing in our midst. Those 
who are most frail and vulnerable have come to feel 
even more so. We have experienced discouragement, 
disillusionment and fatigue; nor have we been 
immune from a growing negativity that stifles hope. 
For our part, however, “we do not proclaim ourselves, 
but Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for 
Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor 4:5). As a result, in our communities 
and in our families, we can hear the powerful message 
of life that echoes in our hearts and proclaims: “He is 
not here, but has risen (Lk 24:6)! This message of hope

“The theme of this year’s World 
Mission Day – ‘We cannot but 
speak about what we have 
seen and heard’ (Acts 4:20), is a  
summons to each of us to ‘own’ 
and to bring to others what we 
bear in our hearts.” - Pope Francis

shatters every form of determinism and, to those 
who let themselves be touched by it, bestows 
the freedom and boldness needed to rise up and 
seek with creativity every possible way to show 
compassion, the “sacramental” of God’s closeness to 
us, a closeness that abandons no one along the side 
of the road.

In these days of pandemic, when there is a 
temptation to disguise and justify indifference and 
apathy in the name of healthy social distancing, 
there is urgent need for the mission of compassion, 
which can make that necessary distancing an 
opportunity for encounter, care and promotion. 
“What we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20), the 
mercy we have experienced, can thus become 
a point of reference and a source of credibility, 
enabling us to recover a shared passion for building 
“a community of belonging and solidarity worthy of 
our time, our energy and our resources (Fratelli Tutti, 
36). The Lord’s word daily rescues and saves us from 
the excuses that can plunge us into the worst kind of 
skepticism: “Nothing changes, everything stays the 
same”. To those who wonder why they should give up 
their security, comforts and pleasures if they can see 
no important result, our answer will always remain 
the same: “Jesus Christ has triumphed over sin and 
death and is now almighty. Jesus Christ is truly alive” 
(Evangelii Gaudium, 275) and wants us to be alive, 
fraternal, and capable of cherishing and sharing this 
message of hope. In our present circumstances, 
there is an urgent need for missionaries of hope 
who, anointed by the Lord, can provide a prophetic 
reminder that no one is saved by himself. 

Like the Apostles and the first Christians, we too 
can say with complete conviction: “We cannot but 
speak about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 
4:20). Everything we have received from the Lord 
is meant to be put to good use and freely shared 
with others. Just as the Apostles saw, heard and 
touched the saving power of Jesus (cf. 1 Jn 1:1-4), 
we too can daily touch the sorrowful and glorious 
flesh of Christ. There we can find the courage to 
share with everyone we meet a destiny of hope, the 
sure knowledge that the Lord is ever at our side. As 
Christians, we cannot keep the Lord to ourselves: 
the Church’s evangelizing mission finds outward 
fulfilment in the transformation of our world and in 
the care of creation.



The Mission Office
Archdiocese of St. Louis
20 Archbishop May Dr.
St. Louis, MO 63119

OCTOBER 24, 2021
World Mission Sunday

Ways to give...
   -Using the giving envelope provided 
   -Online at www.archstl.org/missions
   -In your parish collection on Oct. 23rd & 24th 
   -Through your parish online giving

Thank you for 
your generosity!

@stlmissions archstlmissions

WE MUST PROCLAIM 
ALL WE HAVE SEEN & HEARD Acts 4:20

The Pontifical Mission 
Societies


