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READING                                           1 CORINTHIANS 12:12 -27 

12 There is one body, but it has many parts. But all its many parts make up one body. It is the same 
with Christ. 13 We were all baptized by one Holy Spirit. And so we are formed into one body. It didn’t 
matter whether we were Jews or Gentiles, slaves or free people. We were all given the same Spirit 
to drink. 14 So the body is not made up of just one part. It has many parts. 

15 Suppose the foot says, “I am not a hand. So I don’t belong to the body.” By saying this, it cannot 
stop being part of the body. 16 And suppose the ear says, “I am not an eye. So I don’t belong to the 
body.” By saying this, it cannot stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, how 
could it hear? If the whole body were an ear, how could it smell? 18 God has placed each part in the 
body just as he wanted it to be. 19 If all the parts were the same, how could there be a body? 20 As it 
is, there are many parts. But there is only one body. 

21 The eye can’t say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” The head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need 
you!” 22 In fact, it is just the opposite. The parts of the body that seem to be weaker are the ones we 
can’t do without. 23 The parts that we think are less important we treat with special honor. The private 
parts aren’t shown. But they are treated with special care. 24 The parts that can be shown don’t need 
special care. But God has put together all the parts of the body. And he has given more honor to the 
parts that didn’t have any. 25 In that way, the parts of the body will not take sides. All of them will take 
care of one another. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it. If one part is honored, every part 
shares in its joy. 

27 You are the body of Christ. Each one of you is a part of it. 

BRIEF REFLECTION (GIVEN BY LEADER)    
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Of course, all of us are called to mature in our work as evangelizers. We want to have better training, 

a deepening love and a clearer witness to the Gospel. In this sense, we ought to let others be 

constantly evangelizing us. But this does not mean that we should postpone the evangelizing 

mission; rather, each of us should find ways to communicate Jesus wherever we are. All of us are 

called to offer others an explicit witness to the saving love of the Lord, who despite our imperfections 

offers us his closeness, his word and his strength, and gives meaning to our lives. In your heart you 

know that it is not the same to live without him; what you have come to realize, what has helped you 

to live and given you hope, is what you also need to communicate to others. Our falling short of 

perfection should be no excuse; on the contrary, mission is a constant stimulus not to remain mired 

in mediocrity but to continue growing. The witness of faith that each Christian is called to offer leads 

us to say with Saint Paul: “Not that I have already obtained this, or am already perfect; but I press on 

to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own” (Phil 3:12-13).. 

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION  

What gifts has the Lord given you?  How is God calling you to use those gifts to build up the Church? 

How can you “mature in you work as an Evangelizer? 


