
 

 On June 28th 2020 at St Richard’s Catholic 
Church, Toni Jodlowski completed her the Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults, RCIA program. Toni 
made her First Communion and received the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation, and Fr Dan Kavanagh both 
signed and voiced the prayers for the blessing of 
Confirmation when he anointed Toni with sacred 
chrism on her forehead. Pam Diaz (left) was her 
sponsor. It was the first time for Fr Dan to celebrate 
theses sacraments for a Deaf person.  

An interview with Toni….. 

1. Tell me about yourself 

I come from a very loving family & relatives in upstate NY. Growing up I always felt some-
thing (Jesus or angels) present and wanted to become a nun. I met my husband at RIT/NTID. 
We have been married for 38 years. We have two wonderful sons. I worked for four years in 
upstate NY before moving to STL, 38 years at St. Louis Arc. I am semi-retired, working part 
time until next year June 2021 which I will fully retire. I love to help people if I am able and 
be there to listen when needed. If I could live on a farm, I would have a bunch of animals. If I 
was hearing, I would be in music following my family in NY. 

2. What makes you decide to become Catholic? 

To be honest, I was raised Protestant and will always value that. In 2014, I went to the Acts 
(Adoration, Community, Theology and Service) retreat with Pam Diaz. Her mother and sister 
insisted we attend. It was quite an experience and gave me more thought of the Lord. Still I 
was not ready to convert until I saw how loving the St. Richards parishioners were and how 
they opened their arms to the Deaf Catholic parishioners. Since I am so involved in the 
church with the Deaf Catholic Society/Ministry, my husband and sons are Catholic, I thought 
it was time and wanted to get closer to God. 

 

 Continue to next page. 

 

Welcome Toni Jodlowski to Our Catholic Family! 

Congratulations to Toni. 



 

 

3. Someone or something impacted your decision ? 

I have several who have impacted my decision, Monsignor Nelson whom I met at a retreat, 
Father Krill who was our priest two years ago and Father Kavanagh whom we have now at 
St. Richards. And of course, the Deaf Catholic Ministry. 

4. What would you like to share with us? 

I was very close to my grandmother who was Russian Orthodox. She passed away when I 

was twelve years old. That day she died, I looked at the clock at school and knew she had 

passed away. I did not cry as I knew she was in a good place but did grieve for her inside 

hard. On the third day after she was buried, she came to me when I was sleeping. I did not 

recognize her as she wasn't the grandmother, I knew but it was her in her young form. She 

took me to see where she was and I saw and heard the children playing and laughing, people 

singing. She pointed out that she was with her brother. Then, I saw something white and 

couldn't look up. (The Lord???) My grandmother brought me back and told me not to grieve 

for her no more and that she is happy. I woke up and saw my blanket folded at the end of the 

bed and ran to my mom and told her what happened. My mom said she believed it happened 

as your grandmother loved you so. 

 

  

Toni’s family …. From left— her husband, Rick, her son, Steven, 

Toni and Fr Dan.  



 

 

Catholic Quiz 

1. Catholics have faced much discrimination in the United States. 

However, when the first Catholic president of the U.S. was 

elected, anti-Catholic attitudes decreased. What was this presi-

dent’s name? 

 

2. What is Sacrlege? 

    A. Resenting another’s success 

    B. Laziness 

    C. Making use of charms or spells 

    D. Mistreating sacred persons, places or things 

 

3. Which of the following is NOT a sacrament of initiation in the  

Catholic Church? 

    A. Baptism 

    B. Confirmation 

    C. Holy Eucharist 

    D. Penance 

 

4. Who is the “rock”? 

     A. Paul 

     B. John 

     C. Matthew 

     D. Peter 

 

5. A linen cloth used to clean vessels used during Communion 

     A. Stole 

     B. Cassock 

     C. Corporal 

     D. Purificator 
Answers in next page 

 



 

 

1. John F. Kennedy  

Before John F. Kennedy, some Protestants in the north, the Ku Klux, Klan, and 

others held very anti-Catholic sentiments. This was partly due to the fact that 

many also held anti-immigrant attitudes and many Catholics were of Italian, 

Spanish or Polish ancestry. 

2. Mistreating sacred persons, places, or things 

Laziness is sloth. Envy  is resenting another success. Superstition is making 

use of charms or spells. 

One example: Many people do not think of as sacrilege is throwing away bro-

ken holy items, such as rosaries, scapulars, statues, etc.  To dispose of these 

holy items, you may either burn them or bury them. 

3. Penance 

The Sacrament of Penance is one of the Sacraments of Healing. 

4. Peter 

Matthew 16:18    Peter was the first Pope. 

5. Purificator  

 

Announcements 

Special thanks to Archbishop Carlson for providing both closed caption and 

interpreter on TV regarding a new Archbishop Mitchell Rozanski. 

 

My office at St Richard’s will open on July 6th.  However, I continue working 

both office and home office.   

 

 


