
Happy December! 

The First Christmas Nativity 

The best part of the Christmas holiday is seeing a wide variety of nativity scenes. Many 

Catholic churches display both indoor and outdoor nativity scenes. In addition, many 

people place their small nativity sets under the Christmas tree, or on a bookcase or ta-

ble. My parents had their nativity under the tree until I was born. Later, they placed 

the set on a large bookcase in the living room next to the Christmas tree to prevent 

small children or pets from damaging it. I recall that we had a Christmas light inside 

the nativity to shine on baby Jesus in the crib along with Mary and Joseph.  Also, there 

was a donkey, sheep, cattle, shepherds, three wise men with a camel and an angel 

above the stable.    

Now, I was wondering - how did the tradition of displaying a nativity scene start? I 

found an interesting story about St Francis of Assisi. St Francis decided to set 

up nativity scenes because he wanted to help people imagine what it was like to be 

present at the first Nativity long ago.  

Francis was living in the town of Greccio, Italy. With the Pope’s permission, he set up 

a nativity scene in a cave just outside Greccio. He borrowed several live animals from 

his close friend, John Velita. He spread straw out on the ground. He created a wax fig-

ure of the infant Jesus and the crib. Also, he asked others to dress in costume to play 

the roles of Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds. In December 1223, on Christmas Eve, 

many people came to see the display and worshipped at Mass.  

During Christmas Mass, Francis told the Christmas story from the Bible and he spoke 

about the first Christmas. He told them that baby Jesus, who was born in a simple 

manger in Bethlehem, could change their lives if they have faith and show love to eve-

ryone. Francis urged people to reject hatred and embrace love with God’s help.  

A miracle is also a part of this interesting story! When the event ended, people gath-

ered the hay that had been spread on the ground of the live nativity scene and fed 

it to cattle that were ill.  The cattle were cured of all diseases after eating the hay!   

The first nativity scene presentation proved to be so popular that people around the 

world set up live nativities to celebrate Christmas. Nativity displays with statues were 

set up worldwide - in town squares, homes and churches. Also, many religious schools 

and churches put on a Nativity play for their community. Nativity scenes help prepare 

us for the joy that Christmas brings.  
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Interesting Facts: 

1. In the year 1530, in Alsace, France (then German territory), the trees were sold in 

the  marketplace, brought home and set up undecorated. The law limited the height of 

the tree to no more than four feet tall.  

2. Each year, between 30 to 35 million real Christmas trees are sold in the United 

States alone.  There are 21,000 Christmas tree farms in the United States and trees 

usually grow for about 15 years before they are cut and sold.  

3. Christmas was declared a federal holiday in the United States on June 26, 1870. 

(My birthday is on June 26!!!!) 

4. The first eggnog made in the United States was consumed in Caption John Smith’s 

1607 Jamestown settlement. 

5. In Boston, the celebration of Christmas was outlawed from 1659 to 1681. People 

who broke the law were fined five shillings. 

6. Construction workers started the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree tradition in 

1931. 

7. The most famous reindeer, Red Nosed Rudolph, was created by Robert L May in 

1939. This brought many customers into the Montgomery Ward department store.  

8. In 1931, the Coca Cola Corporation contracted the Swedish commercial artist Had-

don Sundblom to create a coke-drinking Santa.  

9. President Franklin Pierce had the first indoor Christmas tree in the White House in 

either 1853 or 1856. 

10. President Theodore Roosevelt, who was an avowed environmentalist, did not allow     

Christmas trees in the White House during his presidency.  He was against real Christ-

mas trees because he was afraid that Christmas trees would lead to deforestation (to 

remove    forest trees from land, which is then converted to a non-forest area). 

10. In the 1890’s, Europeans used small trees about 4 feet height and Americans liked 

their Christmas trees to reach from floor to ceiling. 

11. President Grover Cleveland used the first electrically-lit Christmas tree in the 

White House in 1895; it had over a hundred multicolored lights. 

12. In 1882, a string of Christmas lights was invented by Edward H. Johnson, an asso-

ciate of inventor Thomas Edison. 

13. In 1973, President Nixon asked Americans not to put up Christmas lights to con-

serve    energy use due to an oil shortage.  There were fewer outdoor Christmas light 

displays that year. 

14. In the first week, a real tree in your home will consume a quart of water per day. 

15. The first Roman Catholic Midnight Mass took place in the early 400’s. 

16. In 1923, President Calvin Coolidge started the National Christmas Tree Lighting 
Ceremony, which is now held every year on the White House lawn  



 

 

  

 

            Christmas Eve      Christmas       New Year Day 

          Dec 24               Dec. 25             Jan 1 

St Richard’s                                                   9:30 AM                    7:00 PM 

Our Lady of Sorrow                                       9:00 AM                  12:00 PM 

St Joseph (Cottlesville)                               10:00 AM                   10:00 AM 

Our Lady of Pillar                4:00 PM 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation at St Richard’s 

Signed Confession  

Thursday  - 7:30 AM to 8 AM 

Saturday  —3:45 PM to 4:30 PM 

Or by appointment. 

 

Confession/Anointing of the Sick  

For any person with no transportation or in living assistant or 

home, Fr Dan will be glad to visit you at your desired place. 

Contact Fr Dan to set up an appointment. 

 

 

Funeral/Wedding Arrangement 

We will arrange your wedding or funeral at our St Richard’s church,. If you prefer to 

at your own church, Fr Dan will be happy to be service at your church.  Contact CDM 

office for more information.  

 

Baptism, Confirmation, and First Communion—Contact CDM  

 

RCIA— Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults— if you are interesting in becoming 

Catholiic— Contact CDM  

  



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Coffee Chat with Fr Dan  

Start in January 2020 

Every 3rd Sunday after 11:00 AM Mass 

Coffee Cake/Donuts will be provided. 

New CDM Website 

All the information including newsletters, vlog, 

events, etc. And  CDS information and events 

will be on our CDM website.   

www.archstl.org/cdm 

42nd Bi-ennial 

ICDA-US Midwest Regional Conference  

Hosted by ICDA-US Chapter #46  

April 24 and 25 2020 

More information at midwesticda2020@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Enter “Catholic Deaf Ministry of St Louis” in 

the search box. Share your prayer requests 

or faith experiences, 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


