
Possible intro for Fr. Siefert:  

It’s that time of year again – where we ask you to consider giving to the Annual Catholic 

Appeal.  I have invited Peter Frangie (Fran-“G” <as in the letter G or Gee Whiz >) to 

come talk to us about the ACA.  Peter is the Communications Officer for the 

archdiocese.  Peter? 

Good Afternoon/Morning everyone. 

My thanks to Father Siefert for allowing me to speak briefly to you all about the 

importance of the work of the Annual Catholic Appeal here at St. Mary Magdalen and 

throughout the Archdiocese of St. Louis. 

I’ve been the Communications Officer for the Archdiocese for just over two years now.  

It’s been a very fulfilling job for me – one that has allowed me to share with my Church 

community all that I have learned working in the national media and in corporate 

America.   

Part of the benefit of working for the Church is gaining a better understanding of what 

the Annual Catholic Appeal does for our community.  Before coming to the archdiocese, 

I did not have that understanding.  I thought that if I gave my weekly offering, I’ve helped 

my parish and I’ve done my job.  And that is important – I don’t want Father Siefert to 

get upset with me.  That weekly offering is very important so keep doing what you’re 

doing St. Mary Magdalen.   

What I am offering here is that the ACA does the work of supporting all of our parishes 

and charities in ways some of us don’t see or understand – and in times of need -- and 

if you are able, because we know this pandemic has hurt many of us, but if you have 

the wherewithal to offer something more, the ACA is a worthy cause. 

Here’s some examples of why: As we were all trying to get back to public Mass, the A-

C-A stepped in by supporting our parishes, including this one, with PPE to allow our 

pastors and parishes to re-open their doors.   

This work continued in our parish schools – while many other schools systems were 

delayed in returning to in-person learning at the start of this school year, our parish 

schools and high schools led the way in setting the example of how to provide for our 

teachers and students in the way of masks, shields, hand sanitizers and much more.  

Much of the financial support for those items came from the Annual Catholic Appeal – 

from the funds you all have so generously donated.  

C-Y-C also benefits from the ACA – by providing my office with support for additional 

staffing, we were able to create a system where the C-Y-C Office and the Office of 

Catholic Education and Formation talked with each other about every COVID situation 

in our schools and on our playing fields and courts. In short, our children/students were 

able to go to school and play sports and to do so as safely as possible.  If a child who 



was playing a sport contracted COVID-19, teammates were informed and moved to 

remote-learning without spread.  

The ACA is a big supporter of the work of Catholic Charities.  When the pandemic hit, 

Catholic Charities began food drives for those who were hit hardest.  I know of one 

example of a single mother, a lawyer who had just lost her job.  She was visiting 

Catholic Charities for support in finding new work, but wasn’t sure where her next meal 

was coming from.  She happened to be visiting during one of those food drives and was 

able to feed herself and her son after that visit. 

There is so much more that the A-C-A supports with – from supporting those with 

disabilities through our parishes and charities, to helping parishes with capital 

campaigns to the work done at the seminary.  As many of you know, Monsignor 

Ramacciotti along with the rest of the staff at Kenrick Glennon are doing wonderful work 

in supporting and shaping our priests for the next generation. Some of those 

seminarians visit and help out at this parish as I understand it. The ACA has a large 

investment in those seminarians.   

So, as you think about your ability to give this year, specifically at this time during the 

ACA drive, I encourage you to consider directing some of that generosity to the Annual 

Catholic Appeal.  You can give online at ACA-dot-ArchSTL.org or use the pledge cards 

that are being provided here today. 

If you have any questions I would be happy in trying to support you with answers. 

Thank you so much for your time, for your generosity… and Father Siefert thank you for 

the invitation to speak to this wonderful community here at St. Mary Magdalen. 

God Bless you all. 

 


