
 1 of 2  

2019 Annual Catholic Appeal 
Sample Guest Speaker Talk 

 
 “I believe!” 
 
This phrase conjures up all sorts of images. Some might think of “The Polar Express” movie or other pop 
culture imagery. The other day I saw a bumper sticker that, quite hilariously, had an outline of Sasquatch 
coupled with the words, “I Believe.” And if that car belonged to any of you, I would love to talk with you 
after Mass. Because I found myself wondering if that guy believes in Bigfoot in the same way that I 
believe in Jesus Christ. 
 
As Catholics, that is what the words, “I Believe” summon to our minds. Our belief in God the Father, and 
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. Our belief in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church. Everything 
in the Apostle’s Creed. 
 
We do believe. We are all here this morning because we believe. We can look at the tabernacle, we can 
look at the Church, and we can see Jesus Christ.  
 
But that’s not enough. We are called to help the whole world to see Jesus Christ in His Church. 
 
Each act of loving service, done prayerfully, does this. Every one of them. And, let me tell you, there are 
an incredible number of good people doing good works every day, supported by your gifts to the Annual 
Catholic Appeal. Let me tell you a few. And, as I go through these , I ask you to think about the question, 
“How does this Appeal affect me and my parish?” Are any of these items important to you? 
 

1) A child with no one else to care for them has a safe place to stay, and loving adults to care for 
them at Marygrove. 

2) A father who lost his job visits a food pantry to help get through a rough stretch. 
3) A pregnant young woman, who feels like she has no choice, saw some religious sisters praying 

outside an abortion clinic and was able to find someone at the Our Lady of Guadalupe Convent 
who cared enough about her to help her give her baby a chance at life. 

4) Someone without health insurance, who was about to lose their job because of health issues, 
was able to see a primary care physician, who also happens to be a religious sister, at the Rural 
Parish Clinic, a new, free, mobile, rural health clinic in the Archdiocese. 

5) A family in a rough school district was able to send their child to a safe Catholic school because 
the tuition was kept lower and because of scholarship help. 

6) Someone considering a vocation to the priesthood was able to get guidance in their discernment 
at the Seminary or through the Vocations Office. 

7) A priest who is in his golden years, after a lifetime of faithful service, was able to find a dignified 
retirement at Regina Cleri 

8) And a family with a sick child was able to get a little help with overwhelming medical bills from 
the Archbishop’s Charity Fund. 
 

These reasons, and so many more, are why I love my job working with the Annual Catholic Appeal. 
There is an immense amount of good that happens, every day, right here in the Archdiocese of St. Louis, 
and I get to see it. If we could focus on all of the good news, it would absolutely overwhelm the bad 
news in the Church. And I hope that reality gives you a sense of hope and peace in the future. 
 
Now, some of you, maybe most of you, are looking at the news about the Church from the last few years 
and asking a question to yourselves right now. I will try to answer that question up front. None of the 
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money raised by this Appeal is used to help fund, defend, or settle lawsuits related to the clergy abuse 
scandal. None of it. If you are wondering where it all goes, you can see for yourselves on the brochures 
that we have printed. Every dollar of the $14.2 million goal is accounted for. 
 
But each of the good deeds represented on the case statement, each person who gets help, is the result 
of one person, or many, making the choice to help serve others…to help build the Church. 
 
That is why this Appeal is so important. Those who don’t believe in the Catholic Church, or those who do 
not believe in Jesus Christ, they cannot see Him in the Church. They look and they see a collection of 
fallen human beings. They see political problems or scandals. They do not see Christ. 
 
It is up to us to show them. This Appeal, in a very concrete way, has the ability to make the mystical and 
often invisible body of Christ, visible to a world that desperately needs to see Him. That desperately 
needs to experience His love today. 
 
This is why your participation, at whatever level, is important. Because we HAVE to show all of them, all 
of your neighbors and family and friends, we HAVE to show them the real body of Christ.  
 
And your parish has done that, along with the entire Church in the Archdiocese of St. Louis. Thank you! 
You have people in this parish who are so committed to this Appeal, Fr. Costello comes to mind. And 
Deacon Renard and especially his late wife, Kay, who I know many of you remember. I want to tell you a 
story about that. The day after Kay passed away, about two years ago, Deacon Renard was at one of our 
training sessions. I asked him why he was there, as I know how difficult it had to be for him. He said that 
he and Kay loved this Appeal so much, that she would have wanted him to be there.  Deacon Renard, I 
have to say, of all of the touching moments I have had in this job, that one was one of the most touching 
to me. The most inspiring. Thank you for your love for your dear wife, and for your love together for the 
Church. 
 
So many people are suffering. And they feel alone. Like the people I told you about earlier. But Mary, 
our Mother, their mother, is with them, wanting them to receive help. And Jesus, our Lord, is with them 
to, wanting them to experience love. Wanting them to have hope. The Church brings them hope. And it 
uses the Appeal to do that. 
 
Thank you for your support. You can make your gift (say exactly where.) Also, I know that Deacon 
Renard put some in pew pledge cards in the pews. You can fill that out and turn it in at the table, if you 
prefer.  
 
My name is Brian Niebrugge. I am the Executive Director of the Annual Catholic Appeal, and I will be 
available after Mass if you have any questions. Every night, around 8:30, my family and I say our evening 
prayers, and we pray for the Annual Catholic Appeal. This year especially, your parish will be included in 
that. So we will ask Mary to bless you. And if you feel a little burst of inspiration around 8:30pm this 
week, you’ll know why. Have a great day. Thank you for inviting me to your parish. 
 


