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READING                                            LUKE 5:1-11  

While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God, he was standing 
by the Lake of Gennesaret. He saw two boats there alongside the lake; the fishermen had 
disembarked and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging 
to Simon, he asked him to put out a short distance from the shore. Then he sat down and 
taught the crowds from the boat. After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out 
into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.” Simon said in reply, “Master, we have 
worked hard all night and have caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets.” 
When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing. 
They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come to help them.  They came and filled 
both boats so that the boats were in danger of sinking.  

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord,  
for I am a sinful man.” For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him and 
all those with him, and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of 
Simon. Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” 
When they brought their boats to the shore, they left everything and followed him. 

BRIEF REFLECTION (GIVEN BY LEADER) 
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"Duc in altum!" The command of Christ is particularly relevant in our time, when there is a 

widespread mentality which, in the face of difficulties, favors personal non-commitment. The 

first condition for "putting out into the deep" is to cultivate a deep spirit of prayer nourished 

by a daily listening to the Word of God. The authenticity of the Christian life is measured by 

the depth of one’s prayer, an art that must be humbly learnt "from the lips of the Divine 

Master", almost imploring "like the first disciples: ‘Lord, teach us to pray!’ (Lk 11,1). In 

prayer, a conversation with Christ develops and it makes us his intimate friends: ‘Abide in 

me and I in you’ (Jn 15, 4)" (Novo millennio ineunte, 32). 

The link with Christ through prayer also makes us aware that He is also present in moments 

of apparent failure, when tireless effort seems useless, as happened to the Apostles 

themselves, who after toiling all night, exclaimed : "Master, we took nothing" (Lk 5,5). It is 

especially in these moments that one needs to open one's heart to the abundance of grace 

and to allow the word of the Redeemer to act with all its power: "Duc in altum!"  

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION  

How can you learn to trust Jesus, even when it doesn’t seem to make sense?  

How are you being called to cultivate a deeper prayer life?  

How is God calling you to persevere in time of trial or fatigue?  


