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Read the following passage four times. 

 The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.  

Listen to the passage with the ear of the heart. Don’t get distracted by intellectual types of 

questions about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now. 

 

 The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention. 

Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, 

allowing it to touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that 

word/phrase or simply pass. 

 

 The third reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “Where does the content of this reading 

touch my life today?” 

Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your 

heart. What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share 

your reflection or simply pass. 

 

 The fourth reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “I believe that God wants me to . . . . . . 

today/this week.” 

Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or 

praise. In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass. 

 

Reading          Ez 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20 

King Darius issued an order to the officials of West-of-Euphrates: "Let the governor and the elders of the 

Jews continue the work on that house of God; they are to rebuild it on its former site. I also issue this decree 

concerning your dealing with these elders of the Jews in the rebuilding of that house of God: From the royal 

revenue, the taxes of West-of-Euphrates, let these men be repaid for their expenses, in full and without delay. 

I, Darius, have issued this decree; let it be carefully executed." 

 

The elders of the Jews continued to make progress in the building, supported by the message of the prophets, 

Haggai and Zechariah, son of Iddo. They finished the building according to the command of the God of 

Israel 

and the decrees of Cyrus and Darius and of Artaxerxes, king of Persia. They completed this house on the 

third day of the month Adar, in the sixth year of the reign of King Darius. The children of Israel ‘priests, 

Levites, and the other returned exiles? Celebrated the dedication of this house of God with joy. For the 

dedication of this house of God, they offered one hundred bulls, two hundred rams, and four hundred lambs, 

together with twelve he-goats as a sin-offering for all Israel, in keeping with the number of the tribes of 

Israel. Finally, they set up the priests in their classes and the Levites in their divisions for the service of God 

in Jerusalem, as is prescribed in the book of Moses. 

 

The exiles kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the first month. The Levites, every one of whom had 

purified   himself for the occasion, sacrificed the Passover for the rest of the exiles, for their brethren the 

priests, and for themselves. 
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Responsorial Psalm         Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 

R. (1) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

 

I rejoiced because they said to me, "We will go up to the house of the LORD." And now we have set foot 

within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

 

Jerusalem, built as a city with compact unity. To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD. 

 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

 

According to the decree for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the LORD. In it are set up judgment seats, 

seats for the house of David. 

 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
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Alleluia             Lk 11:28 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Gospel             Lk 8:19-21 

The mother of Jesus and his brothers came to him but were unable to join him because of the crowd. He was 

told, "Your mother and your brothers are standing outside and they wish to see you." He said to them in 

reply, "My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and act on it." 


