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Read the following passage four times. 

 The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.  

Listen to the passage with the ear of the heart. Don’t get distracted by intellectual types of 

questions about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now. 

 

 The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention. 

Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, 

allowing it to touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that 

word/phrase or simply pass. 

 

 The third reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “Where does the content of this reading 

touch my life today?” 

Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your 

heart. What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share 

your reflection or simply pass. 

 

 The fourth reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “I believe that God wants me to . . . . . . 

today/this week.” 

Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or 

praise. In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass. 

 

Reading           Dt 10:12-22 

Moses said to the people: “And now, Israel, what does the LORD, your God, ask of you but to fear the 

LORD, your God, and follow his ways exactly, to love and serve the LORD, your God, with all your heart 

and all your soul, to keep the commandments and statutes of the LORD which I enjoin on you today for your 

own good? Think! The heavens, even the highest heavens, belong to the LORD, your God, as well as the 

earth and everything on it. Yet in his love for your fathers the LORD was so attached to them as to choose 

you, their descendants, in preference to all other peoples, as indeed he has now done. Circumcise your hearts, 

therefore, and be no longer stiff-necked. For the LORD, your God, is the God of gods, the LORD of lords, 

the great God, mighty and awesome, who has no favorites, accepts no bribes; who executes justice for the 

orphan and the widow, and befriends the alien, feeding and clothing him. So you too must befriend the alien, 

for you were once aliens yourselves in the land of Egypt. The LORD, your God, shall you fear, and him shall 

you serve; hold fast to him and swear by his name. He is your glory, he, your God, who has done for you 

those great and terrible things which your own eyes have seen. Your ancestors went down to Egypt seventy 

strong, and now the LORD, your God, has made you as numerous as the stars of the sky.” 
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Responsorial Psalm        Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 

R. (12a) Praise the Lord, Jerusalem. 

 

Glorify the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion. For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; he 

has blessed your children within you. 

 

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem. 

 

He has granted peace in your borders; with the best of wheat he fills you. He sends forth his command to the 

earth; swiftly runs his word! 

 

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem. 

 

He has proclaimed his word to Jacob, his statutes and his ordinances to Israel. He has not done thus for any 

other nation; his ordinances he has not made known to them. Alleluia. 

 

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem. 
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Alleluia            See 2 Thes 2:14 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

God has called you through the Gospel to possess the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Gospel            Mt 17:22-27 

As Jesus and his disciples were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is to be handed 

over to men, and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.” And they were overwhelmed with 

grief. 

 

When they came to Capernaum, the collectors of the temple tax approached Peter and said, “Does not your 

teacher pay the temple tax?” “Yes,” he said. When he came into the house, before he had time to speak, 

Jesus asked him, “What is your opinion, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth take tolls or census 

tax? From their subjects or from foreigners?” When he said, “From foreigners,” Jesus said to him, “Then the 

subjects are exempt. But that we may not offend them, go to the sea, drop in a hook, and take the first fish 

that comes up. Open its mouth and you will find a coin worth twice the temple tax. Give that to them for me 

and for you.” 


