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Read the following passage four times. 

 The first reading, simple read the scripture and pause for a minute.  

Listen to the passage with the ear of the heart. Don’t get distracted by intellectual types of 

questions about the passage. Just listen to what the passage is saying to you, right now. 

 

 The second reading, look for a key word or phrase that draws your attention. 

Notice if any phrase, sentence or word stands out and gently begin to repeat it to yourself, 

allowing it to touch you deeply. No elaboration. In a group setting, you can share that 

word/phrase or simply pass. 

 

 The third reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “Where does the content of this reading 

touch my life today?” 

Notice what thoughts, feelings, and reflections arise within you. Let the words resound in your 

heart. What might God be asking of you through the scripture? In a group setting, you can share 

your reflection or simply pass. 

 

 The fourth reading, pause for 2-3 minutes reflecting on “I believe that God wants me to . . . . . . 

today/this week.” 

Notice any prayerful response that arises within you, for example a small prayer of gratitude or 

praise. In a group setting, you can share your reflection or simply pass. 

 

Reading           Rom 4:20-25 

Brothers and sisters: Abraham did not doubt God's promise in unbelief; rather, he was empowered by faith 

and gave glory to God and was fully convinced that what God had promised he was also able to do. That is 

why it was credited to him as righteousness. But it was not for him alone that it was written that it was 

credited to him; it was also for us, to whom it will be credited, who believe in the one who raised Jesus our 

Lord from the dead, who was handed over for our transgressions and was raised for our justification. 
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Responsorial Psalm         Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75 

R. (see 68) Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people. 

 

He has come to his people and set them free. He has raised up for us a mighty savior, born of the house of his 

servant David. 

 

R. Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people. 

 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old that he would save us from our enemies, from the hands of all 

who hate us. He promised to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant. 

 

R. Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people. 

 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to set us free from the hands of our enemies, free to 

worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 

 

R. Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people. 
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Alleluia            Mt 5:3 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Gospel            Lk 12:13-21 

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance with me." He replied 

to him, "Friend, who appointed me as your judge and arbitrator?" Then he said to the crowd, "Take care to 

guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one's life does not consist of possessions." 

  

Then he told them a parable. "There was a rich man whose land produced a bountiful harvest. He asked 

himself, "What shall I do, for I do not have space to store my harvest?" And he said, "This is what I shall do: 

I shall tear down my barns and build larger ones. There I shall store all my grain and other goods and I shall 

say to myself, "Now as for you, you have so many good things stored up for many years, rest, eat, drink, be 

merry!"" But God said to him, "You fool, this night your life will be demanded of you; and the things you 

have prepared, to whom will they belong?" Thus will it be for the one who stores up treasure for himself but 

is not rich in what matters to God." 


